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Action aplenty was seen last Sunday at Bob Jane Stadium, Melbourne, where South Melbourne annihilated Marconi by 6-1. 
Seen in our picture are Marconi’s striker Archie Thompson (L), with Souths’ mercurial marksman and captain, Paul Trimboli 
stretching for the ball. 


GST INCLUSIVE 


Two OF Australia’s 
Best Marksmen 


COLONIAL REMAINS 


ELUSIVE 10 SOCCER 


By Bert van Bedaf 


olonial Stadium has become soccer's latest 

holy grail to push the sport into fffe limelight. 

But circumstances have conspired against it, 
Despite recent efforts to stage a match at the state- 
of-the-art venue, the main event has proved elusive 
to catch. 

A Socceroos match scheduled there last year was 
cancelled because of the poor state of pitch and held at 
Olympic Park. Attempts to bring NSL matches to the 
stadium have come to naught as well, 

The latest failure is the top derby between the 
Melbourne Knights and South Melbourne. The Knights 
were keen to switch the game from its home stadium at 
Sunshine to Colonial on Sunday, February 


_~ Much of the planning was in anadvanced stage. "We 


were 70 per cent certain (for the game to go ahead)," 
Knights team manager John Sigur said. 

But confirmation of the Socceroos friendly interna- 
tional against Colombia in that country's capital city 
Bogota on February 28 put paid to the deal. 

"Plans to switch the match to Colonial stadium ended 
after confirmation of the Colombia match," Knights 
general manager Robert Hrzic said. 

"With South Melbourne first-teant players (Michel 
Petkovic and Fausto De Amicis) called up for national 
duty, South Melbourne exercised its right to ask for the 
match to be rescheduled," he said. 

The derby now will be held on Friday, February 23, 
7.30pm, at Knights stadium in Sunshine, 

"Colonial stadium was out of the question on Friday 
because of the Ansett Cup AFL game (held then). And 
the Socceroos are flying out on Saturday," Hrzic said, 

Melbourne's millionaire bidders Sam Cuteri and 
Tony Schiayello included Colonial into their proposals, 
Both aspirants pulled out when any rescue 

attempt proved too costly, but Schiavello has kept the 
dream alive with his efforts to keep another ailing 
Victorian club afloat. 

For some weeks now, Schiavello has been trying to 
secure the stadium as the home Venue for Morwell- 
based NSL club Eastern Pride, for which he has made 
multi-million dollar takeover bid. 

Colonial doesn't come cheap. When negotiating the 
South Melbourne derby, Hrzic discovered hiring the 
stadium is anything between $100,000 and $130,000 at 
the top rate. = 
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Naoki Imaya: Hungry for some J-League action. 


YOUNG SOCCEROOS QUALIFYIN 


GAMES KICK-OFF TIMES 


AUSTRALIA Vs PAPUA NEW GUINEA 


Date: 


"19th February 2001 (local) /Tuesday 20th 


February 2001 (AEST) 


Ao 


7.00pm (lal) 4.00pm (est) 


AUSTRA A Vs COOK ISLANDS — 


1 (AEST) 
3.00pm (local) /12,00pm (est) 
AUSTRALIA Vs VANUATU 


Date: 


28rd February 2001 (local) /Saturday 24th 


February 2001 (AEST) 


Kick-off: 


7.00pm (local) /4.00pm (AEST) 


COSMOS JAPANESE STAR 


WANTS TO GO HOME 


By GRAHAM COOKE 


anberra Cosmos striker 

Naoki Imaya has some 

unfinished —_ business 
back in his homeland of 
Japan.The 20-year-old, who 
has made a considerable 
impression in his initial NSL 
season with a number of impor- 
tant goals, has yet to secure a 
permanent place in Canberra's 
starting line-up. 

"That's a priority for me," he 
said. "Although I'm happy with 
the progress I'm making. Seven 
starts so far and some good runs 
off the bench are not so bad for a 
first season in the national 
league. 

"But at some stage, when I'm 


=]. established here, I'd like to go 
~ back to Japan and gain a place in 


the J League. Just to show them I 
can do it.” 

He came to Australia with his 
family at the age of 10 having 
never played an organised game. 
of football. 

“For a start not so many 
youngsters play in Japan, and of 
those who do it's only the ones 
who are considered the best who 
are creamed off and groomed for 
better things. I wasn't one," he 
said. 

But when his father, who 
worked for a duty free company, 
settled in Sydney, young Naoki 
began playing regularly for 
Manly Warringah juniors. 

“After that I had a spell with 
Parramatta Eagles and last winter 
I was with Blacktown City,” he 
said. "I did go to Japan when I 
was 18 and had trials with 
Hiroshima,’ 

While he wasn't offered a con- 
tract, he made a sufficient impact 
on the club's assistant coach, Tom. 


YOUNG SOCCEROOS WHITEWASH 
SAMOANS 16-0 


ustralia last week got off 
to an excellent start on 
the qualifying path for 


the World Youth Cup, with a 
resounding 16-0 win over Samoa, 
in the first round of Group 2 
Oceania Qualifiers in the Cook 
Islands, 

Striker Scott McDonald bagged 
five for the day, with midfielder 
Michael Ferrante chipping in with 
a hat-trick, and doubles to Nick 
Carle and Luke Wilkshire. 

Captain Ljubo Milicevic got the 


scoring underway in the 12th 
minute, with Greg Owens on the 
board three minutes later, and 
McDonald bagging the first of his 
five in the 28th minute. 

The Young Socceroos led 6-0 at 
the half-time break, and McDonald 
again got the scoring 

Started in the second” half with 
his fourth goal in the 52nd minute, 
with Australia’s eighth added just a 
minute later, Ferrante notching up 
his second with a 25 metre effort 
which chipped the keeper. 


... thrash Tonga 7-0 


aptain Ljubo Milicevic 

again led Australia’s 

U/21 national soccer 
squad to a convincing 7-0 victo- 
ry over Tonga in the second 
round of the Oceania qualifiers 
going on at Cook Islands. 

The game decided on Sunday 
evening saw Milicevic scoring 
five times in the first half to make 
sure the rout of the Tongans. 


Greg Owens added two more 
goals in the 34th and 37th min- 
utes to complete the lopsided 
scoreline. Sunday’s win makes it 
the second straight victory 
recorded by the young Socceroos 
following another win of Samoa 
‘on Friday. 

Altogether the young soc- 
ceroos have now scored 23 goals 
in two games without conceding 
any. 
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“Australia continued to clock up 
the goals, with second half replace- 
ments Luke Wilkshire and Kevo 
Gulesserian both scoring in the 
final minutes to wrap up the game. 


Sermanni, for Sermanni to keep 
him in mind when he took up the 
Cosmos position. 

"When he came for me and 
Mark Hagger from Blacktown it 
didn't take me long to make up 
my mind,” Imaya said. "I'd been 
doing some pre-season work with 
Northern Spirit, but I like Tom as 
acoach and I figured I'd get more 
of a chance to prove myself in 
Canberra." 

He has formed a strong part- 
nership with midfielder Milton 
Cortes, several of his goals, 
including two against Sydney 
Olympic in December, coming 
from the little Uruguayan's final 
passes. 


"It's strange how we just hit it 
off," Imaya said. "I had a similar 
relationship with Mark at 
Blacktown, only then“it seemed 
to be me who was always the 
provider. He scored a lot of goals 
last season and I reckon half of 
them came from my passes." 

Apart from a desire to prove a 
point in Japan, he now sees him- 
self as an Australian. "I've lived 
in the two countries for just about 
equal parts of my life - they are 
very different lifestyles," he said. 

“But while I'll always want to 
visit Japan for holidays, I can't 
see myself living anywhere but 
here in the longer term." 


INJURY CRISIS HITS 
SOUTH MELBOURNE 


jollowing weeks of steady 
line-ups and experience 


flooded substitutes 


benches, South coach Mike 
Petersen is now faced with a 
selection dilemma of a different 
sort when he attempts to name 
subsequent line-ups from a 


Vas Kalogeracos: Out for 
two weeks. 


severely depleted South 
Melbourne squad. 
Pocket dynamo, Vas 


Kalogerakos, has been ruled out 
for two weeks after sustaining a 
hamstring injury against Perth, 
whilst influential midfielder, 
Zeljko Susa, has succumb to a 
chronic knee injury sidelining 
him for three weeks. 

To add to Petersen's woes, 


| young defensive sensation Patrick 


Kisnorbo is also unavailable due 
to the Australian Under-20 World 
Youth Cup Qualifiers in Cook 
Islands, whilst fringe players 
Richie Alagich and Rade Culibrk 
have been diagnosed with season- 
ending injuries. 

"It's something that all clubs 
have to deal with throughout the 
course of a season, so we have to 
accept it and carry on with it," 
said Mike Petersen. 

Despite the loss of several key 
players, Petersen is optimistic 
about the team's chances in the 
femaining games of the NSL and 
eagerly anticipates another 
bumper home crowds at Bob Jane 
Stadium, during South's home. 
matches. 


CASTRO REJOINS COSMOS 
FROM SOUTH AMERICAN SOJOURN 


By GRAHAM COOKE 


Alex 


tar midfielder 
Castro is back with 
Canberra Cosmos, at 
least until the end of the sea- 
son.Coach Tom Sermanni said 
Castro had completed two 


weeks of trials in South 
America but had not received 
any firm offers, "There are a 
couple of Chinese teams which 


have expressed interest in him, 
but he is not sure he wants to 
go there," Sermanni said. 
"We're delighted to have him 
back and he'll be going straight 
into the starting line-up. Players 
of his quality pick themselves.” 
Meanwhile, the Cosmos have 
launched a campaign to attract 
more of the ACT's 13,000 junior 
players to Bruce Stadium. 
Supported by TransACT 
Communications, the club will 


be distributing show bags con- 
taining posters, stickers, dis- 
count offers and a family ticket 
to a game to every junior who 
registers in the next few weeks. 

Chairman Danny Moulis said 
the campaign was an important 
expression of the Cosmos’ com- 
mitment to the development of 
soccer locally. 

"We believe it will be well 
received by Canberra's players — 
kids and adults alike." 


South Melbourne member | E<ariton 
demands internal changes ‘ns hotcake 


By Bert van Bedaf 


outh Melbourne member 

and Port Melbourne official 

Phil Diamataris has called 
for a new executive at the NSL's 
runaway leader. 

Part of the Change South 
Committee, Diamataris has called 
for a “spill of all positions" at South 
Melbourne, including that of presi- 
dent George Vasilopoulos. 

"George (Vasilopoulos) has been 
in the position unchallenged for 13 

years. It is time for him to go. 
We're calling for a spill of all posi- 
tions (at the next annual general 


Scott Miller: Gets invitation 
into Socceroos. 


PRESTON IN TURMOIL 


jedaf 


ictorian Premier League club 

\ Preston descended into tur- 

moil after a bust-up in the 

committee room last week over the 

alleged signing of a player. An extra- 

ordinary general meeting has been 
called to resolve the problems. 

Preston president Lucas 
Kostadinoski suffered injuries, includ- 
ing a broken tooth, after a club mem- 
ber allegedly had struck his face. 

Kostadinoski has reported the inci- 
dent to the police and has asked for 
charges to be pressed against the mem- 
ber. 

Kostadinoski confirmed the injuries 
and said, "I went to the police and 
asked for charges to be pressed. This is 
disgusting behaviour. You see that sort 
of thing on the street. It doesn't belong 
ata club,” he said. 

‘The Preston member alleged to have 
been involved in the incident is a for- 
mer president Bill. ~~ Taneski, 
Kostadinoski said. "Officially, he's not 


meeting) and give viable options. 
We'll give the opportunity that the 
power goes back to the people,” 
Diamataris said. 

"The South Melbourne team is 
doing well, but the club is not so 
successful. The club is still being 
run part-time, There is not enough 
cash-flow from the social club. The 
venue should be pumping 24 hours 
a day," Diamataris said. 

"The club needs better manage- 
ment skills. South Melbourne has 
been going for 40 years, It has a 
turnover of illion. 

(Rugby League club) Melbourne 
Storm has been in Melbourne for 
four years. It has a turnover of $16 


By Richard Kreider 


few months for Perth Glory 

vice-captain Scott Miller, or 
‘Reggie’ as he is affectionately 
known by his team-mates after tak- 
ing over the captaincy in December 
and January for the injured Gareth 
Nayen as well as recently becoming 
a father, 

Miller, the current holder of the 
most appearances for the club (133), 
has now received an unforeseen call- 
up for national duty from Socceroo 
coach Frank Farina for the friendly 
against Colombia in Bogota on 
February 28, 

“Needless to say I am pleasantly 
surprised,” said Miller, “It is certainly 
an unexpected bonus at this stage of 
my career,” said the 28-year old wing- 
back who will be travelling with 


I has already been a whirlwind 


acommittee member, but a member of 
a sub-committee at the club,” the 
Preston president said. 

The incident occurred after some 
committee members allegedly had 
signed a player, Zoran Petrovski, from 
tival Macedonian-backed club Altona 
Magic, without telling Kostadinoski, 
"They signed a contract with the play- 
er without my knowledge. That's not 
on,” Kostadinoski said, 

Meanwhile, Petrovski has left for 
Croatia to trial with a second division 
club. Altona maintains Petrovski is 
still its player. "He is our player. He is 
contracted with us," Magic vice-presi- 
dent Millissa Fischer-Massa said. 

Altona is planning to lodge letters of 
complaint with the Victorian Soccer 
Federation and Soccer Australia 
regarding the alleged signing and the 
circumstances surrounding it. 

Kostadinoski has called for a special 
AGM to be held on March 5 to elect a 
new committee. He said he was elect- 
ed under the previous committee, 
which retained many longstanding 
members unsympathetic to the direc- 


million. These are some of things 
we'll be addressing," Diamataris 
said, 

A storm has been brewing at 
South: Melbourne for some time. 
Another reform group managed to 
have two obervers elected to the 
South board before the start of the 
Season. 

Meanwhile, both clubs are top of 
the ladder in their respective com- 
petitions, South Melbourne 
trounced the Stallions 6-1, while in 
the Victorian Premier League the 
Sh: ‘ashed former triple 
champion Altona Magic 4-0, which 
cost its coach his job. 


Kasey Wehrman to South America. 
Both players are expected to miss the 
next two Glory fixtures against 
Eastern Pride and Football Kingz. 

“It will be a fantastic experience to 
train and play alongside the Socceroo 
stars, one that I will enjoy and one I 
will not forget,” Miller said. 

‘The Glory already has tall defender 
Ljubo Milicevic absent on Young 
Socceroo duty, now they will have 
two more players away including the 
Socceroo goalkeeping coach Tony 
Franken. 

Should Miller perform well, he 
could very likely be a part of Farina’s 
plans for the April Oceania World Cup 
qualifiers which are to be held in 
Coffs Harbour. 

Meanwhile, Perth Glory have 
signed their 27th squad member for 
the season in 22-year old left-footed 
striker Nick Mrdja whose recent two 


tion he wants Preston to take. 

"The old committee wants to hold 
on to the reins. They've been ganging 
up against me. Nobody on the commit- 
tee is prepared to work. They're people 
who've been there for the last ten 
years. I want a new committee,” 
Kostadinoski said. 

Kostadinoski also alleged the club's 
debt has escalated in the last few 
months and that he was no longer able 
to sign cheques after some committee 
members went to the bank and 
changed the signatures. 

"When I started (as president) I was 
told the debt was about $70,000, but in 
the last six months I believe this has 
crept up to $120,000," Kostadinoski 
said. 

"The authority (to sign cheques) has 
been taken off me and this I think is 
very scandalous”. 

Preston plays an international 
friendly at home to Chinese visitors 
Shanghai Shenhua FC on Wednesday 
night. Its next VPL match is at home to 
Bentleigh Greens on Sunday. 


George Vasilopoulos: South 
Melbourne President. 


month trial has just been rewarded 
with an 18-month contract. 

Mrdja had a brief stint in the NSL 
with Canberra Cosmos in 1998-99, 
but a number of injuries prevented any 
likelihood of the talented forward 
playing on a regular basis. 

Mrdja this season however, has 
looked sharp and confident at training 
and could very well make an appear- 
ance in a Glory shirt in the not too dis- 
tant future. 

Mrdja follows the recent signings 
of three other local players in Anthony 
Danze from Joondalup, Antonio 
Naglieri of Cockburn and Todd 
Harwell from Sorrento. 

Another young tyro, 20-year old 
defender Aaron Cole made his NSL 
debut for Glory in Round 18 against 
Sydney United but remained on the 
bench last weekend for the clash with 
Sydney Olympic. 


lormer. Carlton forward John ‘Jonesy’ Markovski 
Z played for Green Gully in a friendly international 
“a but is also in demand at Altona Magic. a 
‘The two Victorian Premier League clubs are vying for his 
Signature; which surely will strain the league's new. salary 
cap: S poner a 
Green Gully drew 0-0 with Chinese first division team. 
‘Shenhai Sheahua last week and Markovski played the full 90 
minutes for the Cavaliers, 
Gally coach fan Dobson admitted Markovski would be an 
asset to the club's triple title aspirations. : 
‘John (Markovski) has been training with us, Weil sit 
down now and discuss where he ‘will sit under the salary 
Sirueture, if he wants to play for us," Dobson said. Markovsk 
Was also seen at Altona Magic’ a fortnight ago to: 
opaions, 


Aravanced Keerins 


Specialised intense training for goalkeepers. 


Sessions inclusive of excellent skills & drills 10 
improve your abilities & skillfullwess in“all 
aspects of Goalkeeping. 

Agility 
Flexibility 

Reaction Tr 
Foor Skills 
Diving 
All drills and excersises physically 
demonstrated =~ 


Register and realise your full porenrial!! 
Make a difference to your Team! 


For Further Enquiries Please Call 
Lou Petrou: 


0411 343 898 @ 0414 336 870 


ATTENTION COACHES AND MANAGERS 


THE VICTORIAN SOCCER FEDERATION 


is seeking applications for the following positions 


SEASON 2001 


~~» Boys Under 13 Development Squad 
‘& Coach & Manager 


z.-, Boys Under 14 Development Squad 
© Coach & Manager 


Send applications in writing to the: 
Coaching and Development Manager 
Victorian Soccer Federation 


PO Box 824 


South Melbourne 3205 
or email: igreener@soccervictoria.org.au 


Website: www.soccervictoria.org.au 


Closing date: March 2nd 2001 
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IHE WOLLONGONG 
WOLVES haye now 
racked up seven matches 
without defeat following 
last Saturday’s excellent 
result against the tough 
Melbourne Knights at the 
WIN Stadium, 

Wollongong’s most 
impressive 5-2 over the 
Knights last Saturday night 
has catapulted the Wolves 
into second spot on the 
League ladder, plus let's 
not forget they still haye 
two games in hand. 


less than four top players 
from last season’s Grand 
Final squad, this 
Wollongong unit over the 
past few weeks has rapidly 
developed a much more 
lethal look about it. 

The former Australian 
World Cup goalkeeper 
Corry, has dual targets 
transfixed firmly in his 
sights. 

Retaining the National 
League championship is his 
greatest priority plus doing 
well in July in Spain at the 


Saso Petrovski; Wollongong's ace striker. 


It now appears clearer 
than ever, that 
Wollongong’s most gru- 
elling crusade into New 
Guinea earlier last month 
where it won the Oceania 
Club Championship, has 
moulded the squad into a 
much sharper and tougher 
battle-unit. 

It now that 
Wollongong’s own 
‘Kokoda Trail’ into Port 
Moresby where they had to 
do battle in an extremely 
tough schedule of seven 
matches in 14 days, under 
most oppressive climatic 
conditions, was nothing 
more than a ‘mid-season’ 
tough tune-up. 

Against the Knights, 
Wollongong went in at the 
break leading 2-1, but three 
more goals rained in in the 
second session through 
strikers Saso Petroyski, 
Stuart Young and Scotty 
Chipperfield, completely 
unsaddled the Knights, 

Wollongong’s bench has 
plenty of experienced back- 
up power in the tenacious 
central defenders David 
Cervinski and Robbie 
Stanton, exciting left mid- 
fielder Dino Mennillo plus 
the newly signed goalkeep- 
er Dean Anastasiadis, 


seems. 


Coach Ronnie Corry 
released the former 
Carlton , custodian 


Anastasiadis to make his 
debut for the Wolves by 
allowing him to don the 
gloves for the last two min- 
utes of the match last 
Saturday night. 

Will the current League 
champions ultimately nail 
down a rare back-to-back 
Championship by the end 
of this season? 

Despite haying lost no 


Second FIFA World Club 
Championships. 

This Friday night the 
Wolves trayel North to 
Queensland for their clash 
against the Brisbane 
Strikers at Ballymore. 


e000 

Res MUSSO, 

farconi’s Deputy 
Football Manager, most 
unexpectedly handed in his 
resignation last week, effec- 
tive the week ending March 
18th, 2001. 

Ross has been employed 
by Club Marconi for the past 
five and half years and has 
worked under the direct con- 
trol of Marconi’s Soccer 
Secretary, Mr — Frank 
Labbozzetta. 

Following extensive dis- 
cussions with his wife Dora, 
Ross states that he made this 
shock decision to enable him 
to ‘explore, other vocational 
fields’ to further his career. 

All at ABSW wish Ross 
and his family the very best 


in their future. 
e0ce 

espite the fact that 

‘Sydney Olympic vill 
havea ‘Bye’ in Round 20, it 
will not mean that their 
supporters will not be able 
to watch them again this 
week, 

In fact Olympic will take 
this golden opportunity to 
play a friendly match 
against the touring Chinese 
team, Hai Niu-Seabull this 
Friday, (23rd) at Valentine 
Park, Parklea-(where the 
NSW Soccer Federation is 
based). 

Kick-off has been set 
down for 6.30pm. 

With the Olympic fans 
having witnessed cham- 
pagne Soccer by their team 
last Sunday night at the 
Belmore Sports Ground, to 
make a dramatic comeback 
for a 3-3 draw against the 
now fourth placed Perth 
Glory , the fans can’t wait 
two weeks, 


fiercely compete for the 
team’s-NSL ‘keeper's shirt 
with the Club’s other two 
goalies, Grant Barlow and 
Daniel Beltrame. 

Corry’s unexpected deci- 
sion was no doubt certainly 
influenced by numerous fac- 
tors. 

With the enormous load 
‘on his shoulders on how to 
retain the League 
Championship at 
Wollongong, Corry is also 
looking well ahead to late 
July when he takes his team 
to Spain where Wollongong 
will challenge for the second 
FIFA World Club 


Championship. 
Wollongong would be 


: Sydney Olympic’s sturdy 
central marker. 


cece 
OALKEEPER DEAN 
ANASTASIADIS, as 
announced in last week's edi- 
tion of ABSW, has signed 
with the — Wollongong 
Wolves. 

The former Carlton custo- 
dian was snapped up by 
coach Ronnie Corry follow- 
ing some protracted dia- 
logue. 

Anastasiadis now will 


game mr 


Ross Musso: No longer at Marconi after 
March 18th. 
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just two minutes to go. 

Dean had barely donned 
the gloves at the WIN 
Stadium when a Melbourne 
Knight’s shot came rocket- 
fing in towards the top corner 
of the target. 

Anastasiadis, who had still 
not warmed up, in half a sec- 
‘ond was airborne and fully 
stretched, to tip the red-hot 
menacing missile away from 
his goal. 

ecce 

YDNEY OLYMPIC’s 

home match against 
Marconi in Round 21, has 
been switched to be played 
on Friday night, March 
2nd at 7.30 pm, instead of 
Sunday March 4th, at the 
Belmore Sports Ground. 

“It’s something that we 
have been kicking around 
in recent weeks,” 
Olympic’s General manag- 
er Peter Raskopoulos told 
‘Good Oil’ recently. “We're 
experimenting with Friday 
night Soccer to see if we 


Peter Raskopoulos: 
Sydney Olympic’s 
General manager. 


goalkeeper signing. 


hugely better equipped with 
an added highly experienced 
goalkeeper such as 
Anastasiadis who 
100 NSL mi: 
felboume 
er 90 odd with the 
defunct Carlton. 
Anastasiadis last Saturday 
night against the Melbourne 
Knights made a spectacular 
debut for Wollongong when 
he came off the bench with 


Sout 


can boost our home gate, 
leaving the week-end free, 
But ¥ must stress here it’s 
only an experimental exer- 
cise at this stage and could 
possibly end up being just a 
one-off promotion. We'll 
haye to wait and see,” 
ended Raskopoulos, 
eoee 

AMIAN MORI, the 

Perth Glory’s ace-strik- 
ef, scored against Sydney 


Damian Mori: The Glory’s and the League’s leading 
goalscorer. 


Olympic last Sunday night at 
the Belmore Sports Ground 
to add to his overall tally 
which now stands at 13 goals 
to retain his lead in the top 
goalscoring stakes, 

The Northern Spirit's 
lanky teenaged English strik- 
er, Ben Burgess, who last 
Friday night knocked in a 
valuable brace in New 
Zealand, enabled the Spirit to 
climb to its first win in seven 
weeks. 

Burgess’ double has 
locked him into joint-second 
spot with 11 goals on the 
goal-charts alongside the 
Perth Glory’s intelligent 
striker, Bobby Despotovski. 

@ 


he Wollongong Wolves 
and Woolworths, (as 
announced in our last edi- 
tion of ABSW), have linked 
up to provide the people in 
the Illawarra region, with 
extra value for their hard 
earned dollar. 
A FREE ticket to the 
watch the newly crowned 


‘Oceania Club Champions 


will be available to any- 
body, who purchases a 
Wolves ticket of equal 
value and presents a 
Wolves Shopper Docket 
coupon, that are only avail- 
able “from Woolworth’s 
stores at Wollongong, Fairy 
Meadow, Albion park, 
Corrimal, Dapto, 
Shellharbour & Warilla. 
The Shopper Dockets 
are available now in your 
Woolworths store and may 
be used when purchasing 


Wolves outer ground or 
southern concourse tickets 
(optional upgrades to 
grandstand areas are ayail- 
able) from the Wollongong 
Entertainment Centre & 
WIN Stadium, for the fol- 


lowing three Wolves’ 
home-matches at WIN 
Stadium:- 

Northern Spirit 
(Replacing Carlton) 
‘Tuesday February 27, 2001 

Parramatta Power 
Friday March 2, 2001 

Newcastle United Friday 
March 16, 2001 

Woolworths’ South 


Coast Area Manager, Keith 
Vickery was “delighted to 
offer Woolworths cus- 
tomers, additional value 
and the wonderful oppor- 
tunity to see the mighty 
Wollongong Wolves at a 
Discounted cost.” 

Wollongong’s ace-strik- 
er, Stuart Young, also stat- 
ed: “The Wolves are proud 
to be associated with such a 
progressive and respected 
company Woolworths and 
that the ‘Shopper Docket’ 
promotion, provided a fab- 
ulous and more affordable 
way for the people of 
Illawarra to see the 
Australian as well as the 
Oceania Club Champions, 
as they continue their 
defence of the National 
Soccer —— League— 
Championship won in 
Perth last June. 

For further information 
contact Stuart Young on 02 
4226 3988, i 


Stuart Young: Wollongong’s ace-striker, 


* Puppy FARAH, 
/Marconi’s —_ strapping 
defender cum midfielder, will 
fly out of Sydney next 
Monday bound for Lebanon. 
Farah whose parents are 
Lebanese, has been selected 
to play for the national team 
of Lebanon in a friendly 
international against Syria 
next week, 

The powerful Australian 
defender is expected to be 
away for at least 10 days and 
will miss Marconi’s next 
away match against Sydney 
Olympic. 


vately went ahead and 
arranged with the Seven 
Network a direct Live telecast 
of the Glory's away match last 
Sunday against Sydney 
Olympic to be beamed into 
Perth from the Belmore Sports 
Ground. 

The operative word is 
‘Live’, not for the loyal Glory 
fans to wait for Seven’s NSL 
highlight package at the stan- 
dard time-slot of Wednesday at 
12: 10am. 

eeee 
RELIEVED Mickey 
Hickman, the Northern 


Buddy Farah: Selected to play for the national team 


of Lebanon. 


e000 
JERTH GLORY’s Board 
of administrators, stand up 
and please take a bow. 
Displaying super entrepre- 
neurial expertise, (not to men- 
tion guts), the Glory boys pri- 


GbE @ See | O aap 


A tt 


QS OSE 


Spirit’s recently appointed 
coach, following his team’s 1- 
2 win, (the first after seven 
weeks), last Friday night 
over the Auckland Kingz, 
stated: 

“We certainly needed that 


OBES 


Qs 


sits 


ff 


Nick Tana: Perth Glory’s president. 


Canterbury Marrickville 
Olympic SC 


PLAYERS 


STILL NEEDED 
Under 1% Super Youth League 


0417 453 157 


° 9385 6140 


win,” Hickman said. 

“Not just for the three 
League points that we also 
desperately needed, but for 
our confidence and morale. 

“To come across here, (New 
Zealand), and pick up a win, is 
a great result and we have 
taken a lot of positive things 


David Aceski: Marconi’s custodian seen here in action last Sunday night while 
under siege at the Bob Jane Stadium by South Melbourne. 
: on = 


out of this match. 

“T told the players to go out 
there and think and play like 
winners and they did just that. 

“The Kingz played pretty 
well, especially in the second 
half, but we kept them out and 
scored two very good goals,” 
ended Hickman who has been 
in charge for just two games 
with one loss and one win 
since taking over from Graham 
Amold. 

e000 
ERND STANGE, the 
Perth Glory’s German 
coach was somewhat disap- 
pointed with the 8,969 crowd 
that turned up last Sunday 
night at the Belmoreb Sports 
Ground to watch Sydney 


Olympic clash with his team. 

The game which ended in 
a 3.3 draw, saw champagne 
Soccer dished out, especially 
in the action-packed second 
session, 

‘The former national coach 
of East Germany, (1983), 
stated: “I was disappointed 


Mickey Hickman: The Northern Spirit’s relieved 
new coach. 


that only eight thousand odd 
fans turned up for this top 
game. 

“And tonight we had two 
of Australia’s leading teams 
playing. 

“T hope we meet Sydney 
Olympic again this season. 

“Although it was a highly 
entertaining game, this was 
not our best match, 


Apsw (§} 


you manage to score three 
aways goals, you should go 
ahead and win. 

“Tt was a class perfor- 
mance by beth sides in the 
second half. 

“What I am happy about 
though, is that we have 
played all the leading sides 
twice now and I’m confident 
that we can make it, (to the 


“Tf finals), 

“Over the past two years, 
we at the Glory have lost 16 
players and had no consis- 
tency at the Club. 

“We now haye enough 
depth to be one of Australia’s 
leading teams,” ended 
Stange. 


Bernd Stange: The Perth Glory’s amicable German 
coach. 


Western Sydney 
Lions SC 


Proudly Promoted to Division 2 


NSW State League for 
Season 2001 


Pre season training has commenced. 
Experienced Players & Goalkeepers Required 
First Grade * U21s « U18s 
Training Nights 
Every Tuesday — Thursday — Friday 
6.30pm Sharp 
Venue: Knights Park #4 


Orchardileigh Ave, Yennora 


Contacts: 
George Abdishou 
0416 226 129 
Martin Abi-Arrage 
0409 891 066 


Alan Babanour 
0419 638 213 
Michael Mamoo 
0402 034 238 


Proudly Sponsored by 
9.9. Swache 
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RISBANE STRIKERS, OSF RESUME 
COLD WAR 


By Glenn Davis 


he new Queensland Soccer 
Tisestn stooped to a new 

low in sporting relations last 
week when it refused the Brisbane 
Strikers from training under flood- 
lights at soccer headquarters at Perry 
Park, 

The QSF, part shareholders of the 
company that runs the Strikers, the 
Strikers Football Club Pty Ltd, 
had the locks changed on the Perry 
Park floodlights and refused per- 
mission for the players 
to train under lights. 

The debacle 
allegedly was over a 
non-payment of an 
overdue bill, 

But sources said it was yet 
another saga in an orches- 
trated campaign to under- 
mine the Strikers in the eyes 
of Soccer Australia before it chooses the 
12-team make-up for next year's 
revamped national league, 

Strikers secretary Ray Evans said the 


By Otto Bader 


IHAMPION DINNER, arranged during 

the week at the Fraternity Club by the 
Wol several prominent past soccer 
‘Greats’ and Media representatives attended, 
‘The locals did not Tet the Wolves down and 
came out in numbers, 

A fantastic trip to Spain for the FIFA Club 
World Championship for 4 people, accom- 
modation included, organised by the Figtree 
Travel Centre, David Pearce on 4228 91 
is t0 be raffled over the next months, Ti 
available at the Wolves office or from Mario, 
Director of Marketing and or Figtree Travel 
centre and other club members, Books went 
‘on sale at the dinner and went like “hot 
cakes’, Make sure you are in the draw for a 
once in the lifetime opportunity, 


COTT CHIPPERFIELD, called up for 
National duties, not military, but for the 
Socceroos, A just reward for his great form 
in recent matches earned him selection in the 
squad, Coach Frank Farina having watched 


club had offered to pay the outstanding 

account last December subject to control 

and costs of running Perry Park being 
resolved with the QSF. 

“To this stage we have never received 
a response,” Evans said. 

The QSF holds the licence for a 
Brisbane team to play in the national 
league and ironically is a 20 per cent 
shareholder in the Strikers Football Club 
Pty Ltd. 

The Strikers were given 15 
years by a previous QSF 
board to participate under 

its licence in the 

national —_ league. 

QSF general man- 

ager Steve Wilson 

said the decision 
not to allow the 

Strikers to use its Perry Park 
lights was purely a business decision 
to recoup a debt believed to be about 
$70,000, of which $15,000 was for utili- 
ties. 

The QSF's decision meant the Strikers 
trained in daylight last week prior to its 
game against Canberra Cosmos in 


Chipperfield in action named him in 
squad to take to Colombia, South America, 
for a ‘friendly’ in Bogota. Unfortunately for 
the Wolves the striker misses two vital com- 
petition games against Parramatta Power and 
Northern Spirit. For a local soccer product 
like ‘Scotty’ it is a great honour to make the 
Australian national team, 


HE WOLVES have added Dean 
Anastasiadis, a proven performer, for- 
merly with South Melbourne and Carlton, 
to their squad, Coach Ron Corry 
did not hesitate to recom- 
mend the signing of the 
experienced. goalkeeper 
to the Board when Dean 
jadis became 


the other two keepers with 
the club, aiming for the No. 
1 choice keeper. At present 
youngster Grant Barlow 
holds the top _—_spot. 
Anastasiadis played over 100 
NSL games with South Melbourne and 
90 games with Carlton, being their num- 
ber one goalkeeper. 


ARBARIANS, coach _Roberlo 

Hernandez. reports good progress in re- 
building the grades, a formidable first grade 
side aimed for, President George Stojanovski 
announced the signing of former Illawarra 
Lions sweeper Zoran Micevski (20) and 
from Albion Park W.E, the signing of mid- 
fielder Robbie Gueverra plus brother David 
Gueverra formerly also with Ilawarra Lions, 
Plans are going ahead on ground improve- 
ments at Barrack Heights Oval. As to the 
club’s Juniors additional registrations are 
planned according to Secretary Brendan 
Castle (phone 4295 3062) on coming 
Thursday night 22/2 from 6 to 8pm and on 
Tuesday 27/2 same time at the ground. 


HELLHARBOUR CITY, is continuing 
with its drive to develop the club with the 
recent signing of two fine young players. 
Coach Rod Haggerty succeeded in snaring 
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the signature of Joel Lockart — a 17 year old 
goalkeeper who comes to the club with a fine 
reputation as Southern Branch 
Representative keeper and playing in the 
Wolves Super League ranks with a bright 
future ahead of him, 


UKE DAVIDSON is a young striker 
20) who played last season with the 
8 ful Kiama Soccer Club, a fit and 
mobile player who has been in demand by 
other clubs. The signings are continuing 
Rod's policy of youth devel- 
‘opment and securing the 
clubs long term future. 
‘The attendance at train- 
ing.is really encourag- 
ing and all players are 
working hard. Several 
more youngsters are 
expected to join from 
either the very successful 
Oak Flats Junior Soccer 
Club's last year U/18's 
and some talents from 
Gerringong and Albion Park. 


IHE ANNUAL HANDBOOK 
2001 — is close to go to the 
printers this week. After several months of 
promoting adverts from sponsors, collecting 
club administration details, coaches appoint- 
ments, summary rules and regulations only a 
few minor adjustments are needed. Around 
2500 to 300 copiers of the 52 plus pages 
handbook will be distributed to 29 member 
clubs, to each of the 2000 plus players, affil- 
iated organisations and business supporters. 
‘The draws for ICU Premier League and ICU 
First Division are contained in the handbook. 
It is estimated that a clientele of over 10,000 
potential customers is reached. 


ESIDES, the Association arranged 

gazetted Bampton Cup knock-out and 
Corrimal Leagues Club K.O., local clubs are 
running their own midweek smaller knock- 
outs like Cringila Lions, Coniston Lions, 
Kemblawarra, South Coast United and the 
latest one arranged by Balgownie Ranges. 
‘These events are organised in addition to 


pre-season trials, soccer activities are well 
alive around the South Coast 


IERNHILL SOCCER CLUB — is cele- 
brating their 75th anniversury held at the 
Corrimal Leagues club on Saturday 17th 
March, tickets $30 - at the Club or contact 
John Walker on 0417 044 654. 
Entertainment is organised with the well 
known comedian Brian Doyle. Past Fernhill 
coaches like Adrian Ringlands, Daryl 
Glover, Gerry Walker, Peter Willis are 
expected to attend. History records a club 
scoring record by now journalist Phil 
Murphy with 33 goals in one season, 
equalled later once only by Bella 
Wayne Ronalds, Past keeper Zac Ps 
scored a goal, taking the goal kick out of his 
hands, finding the position net, just 110 
yards away. More than 300 guests are 
expected. 


CORRIMAL LEAGUES CLUB 
RESULTS SO FAR 

Wollongong Olympic v Port Kembla 
Amateurs 9-1; Kemblawarra v Fernhill 4-2; 
Albion Par WE y Highlands 4-0; Shoalhaven 
City y Berkeley 1-1; Woonona v Barbarians 
4-2; Lysaghts y Ilawarra United 2-2; 
Western Suburbs vy Dapto 4-0; Bulli- 
Bellambi 3-1; South Coast United v 
Corrimal Rangers 0-0; Balgownie Rangers v 
Warilla Wanderers 2-0; Port Kembla v 
Kiama 5-0; Coniston - Tarrawanna 2-2; 
Shellharbour City y University 0-4; Picton 
Rangers v Helensburgh 3-2; Cringila v Ruse 
9-0 and Northern United v St Elias 1-1. 

All 32 participating teams are trialing new 
players to establish the best possible sides, 
changing players continuously, not too con- 
cerned with the outcome, Premier League 
clubs re expected to compete in the final 
round, 


[OR SOCCER REGISTRATIONS 

- on the weekends are in full swing. A 
decision has been handed down by the 
Association that no transfer formalities are 
needed anymore if a player wishes to switch 
clubs. The players are free to join the club of 
their choice, The last registration weekend is 


Canberra last Saturday. 

Strikers chairman Ross Melville, 
recovering from a recént heart attack, 
blasted the QSF decision labelling it the 
most disappointing action he had seen in 
35 years of sporting administration. 

QSF President Tony Petty, a former 
Brisbane Strikers chairman, said he was 
not ‘trying to hijack the Strikers’. 

Petty resigned as Strikers chairman in 
a confidential settlement ‘after a bitter 
shareholders row which led to a court 
batile, ” 

Soccer in Brisbane doesn't feature 
prominently in the daily newspaper here 
but the turning off of the Perry Park 
lights yet again generated negative pub- 
licity for the Strikers and the code in 
Queensland. 

The new QSF board was elected last 
December after a coup by a reform 
group, allegedly disenchanted with the 
game’s progress. 

Since the election of the new board, 
soccer in Queensland has been dogged 
by infighting with distrust between the 
QSF and the Strikers intense. 

The new QSF board has been accused 
of having a gross conflict of interest with 
someone on the board actively involved 
with a club seeking admission to next 
year’s national league. 

However, Wilson rejected the asser- 
tion as a matter of record saying he was 
unaware of any hidden agendas, 

The latest row oyer the lights comes at 
atime when English club Leeds is still to 
confirm which club it has chosen as its 
Australian feeder club, 

Leeds are prepared to inject $4m a 
year to whichever club it chooses and the 
Brisbane Strikers and Sydney Olympic 
are high on the list of candidates. 


coming up on Saturday 24 march at the club 
grounds from 10am t6°2pm. 


HP INTERWORKS MIDWEEK 

AMATEUR SOCCER ASSOCIA- 
TION - played at Centenary Park, Cringila, 
is just about to kick off with a dozen BHP 
Departmental sides entered. Amateur teams 
from outside BHP are invited to join in. the 
Annu:l General Meeting will be held on 
Monday 26 February, 4pm. at Centenary 
Park. Due to ongoing improvements to the 
complex, floodlights will be in place soon. 
Further information can be obtained from 
Secretary/Organiser Rudy Horvath on 4296 
8354 (home), mobile 0427 442 306 or at 
Centenary Park on 4275 7522 extension 
5910 after 3pm weekdays. 


AVID SKEEN. former St George and 

‘Wolves star defender, a mechanical 
engineer by trade working in management, 
Tetums to soccer as new coach of First 
Division Club South Coast United. Many 
soccer fans remember ‘Skeeny’ well when 
riot so long ago he was in full flight playing 
top soccer in the National League and later in 
local Premier League. With his background 
David Skeen will do well. 


JHE WOLLONGONG WOLVES “We'll just have to wait till 
last Tuesday we get there, (Spain), 
night saluted coxa and see just how good 
their victorious Oceanic _ those blokes really are 
Championship winning = against us.” 
team with a huge : Former Australian 
‘Welcome Home World Cup captain, John 
Dinner’ staged at the & = : Warren, who actually 
Fraternity Bowling and FF travelled to Port Moresby 
Recreation Club at Fairy with the Wollongong squad 
Meadow, for the Oceania Qualifiers, 
The Lord Mayor of fae further inspired the Wolves 
Wollongong, Mr George when he told them: “I was 
Harrison, was the Special Guest of proud watching you all do battle 
Honour for the evening. Mr Harrison in under such oppressive conditions in - 
his meticulously prepared speech, New Guinea. = —- J 
Stuart Young: Wollongong’s ace striker with expressed his immense grati- “You all showed great Alvin Ceccoli: Wollongong’s tenacious central 
his vivacious wife, Claire. tude for the great honour that Australian courage and charac- ‘Marker with attractive wife Eva and their baby 
a 4 — this team brought to not only ter. daughter Alexis.~ 
Wollongong, but to the whole of Australia. “When you're over in Spain amongst the = 
Master Of big boys, you have 
Ceremony was the absolutely nothing to 
professional and fear or be afraid of,” 
highly entertaining a ended Warren. 
Dave Stretton from ; = ; Wollongong’s General 
EM. Radio 1.98 who manager, Graeme 
did four brief and = Haney, later in the 
humorous ‘one on tS evening made special 
ones’ on stage with . presentations, as awards 
Wollongong’s cap- of appreciation, to a 
tain Matt Horsley, > number of people that 
Scott Chipperfield, 4 had done things for the 
coach Ronnie Corry Z Club and had shown 
d and television ana- ig “a great support for the 
7 lyst John Warren. Z E 2 team, 


George Souris: Wollongong’s strong and Stretton _.ques- Towards the end of 


industrious central marker. tioned Corry how BX the evening, an auction 
will his team feel in JS took place where two 


Spain at the World Wollongong shirts, 
Club Championships 2 framed and auto- 
in July when there's Jim = Z graphed by all the 
eyery chance that 4 players. 

Wollongong — may One shirt fram 
have to face World f } last season’s Grand 
mega stars such as = Final win over the 
Roberto Carlos, ‘ " Perth Glory, whilst the 
Rivaldo or Figo with | Bye \475 | second was a shirt 
teams such Real worn at the Oceania 
Madrid and Pe Final against the 
Barcelona? ~ P| Tahitian club team 


The always cool which — Wollongong 
Corry, totally Aonnte Corry: The Wollongong Wolves’ efeated 1-0 to qualify 


undaunted, quietly 9¢@anla Championship winning coach. f9- Spain, 


Paul Reid: Wollongong’s rapidly developing 
star midfielder. 


David Cervinski: Wollongong’ ’s pony-tailed 
strong central defender. 


Robbie Stanton: Wollongong’s reliable sweeper 
or midfielder. 


- — ES il z= Bae S = 
e Fe ; = The Joyous Table of the Wollongong Supporters’ Club at last Tuesday night’s Dean Anastasiadis: Wollongong’s recently 
Dino Mennillo: Wollongongs’ left flanker. Dinner at the Fraternity Club. signed experienced goalkeeper. 


Captain Matt Horsley (I) and Scott Chippertield, parading the framed Wollongong shirt that 


went to auction last Tuesday night. Wollongong’s travelling squad that went to Port Moresby, New Guinea last month 
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‘same intention) but 
the result in 


Basil Scarsella: Outgoing Soccer Australia 
President. 


Dear Sir, 

T have just read the latest 
ABSW letters page with great 
interesi, and note that one 
particular letter, picks up on 
a rumour of a breakaway 
league. I would love to know 
where this evolved from? 

Perhaps those at the bot- 
tom, have ambitions to 
leapfrog to the top, quite 
smart really, as they say, 
“watch this space”. 

Enough said, I really hope 
something does evolve as 
years of plodding on with 
teams having ethnic tradi- 
tions have left me personally, 
and probably many thou- 
sands more Soccer fans in 
the country, very frustrated 
in having to watch matches 
listening to ethnic chants, 
Staring at European flags 
being waved, but generally, 
watching, in a “no atmos- 
phere situation” and 1 am 
also very aware of the situa- 
tion at Northern Spirit. 

Perhaps Glasgow Rangers 
is more Aussie Media friend- 
ly, being English speaking, 
but if and when Spirit 
become wealthy and finan- 
cially stable, they should 
give Rangers or any other 
“Non Aussie” backer the 
flick, and become a truly 
independent team. 

Why does Dominic 
Scullino assume no one 
wants up to 20 teams? It 
brings more Soccer folk into 
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the fold and makes it more 
interesting. Or does he con- 
form to that belief of less 
teams. 

The best players will give 
such a scintillating display of 
quality football, that crowds 
will flock to matches in 
drove. In your dreams, Any 
decent player will head to 
Europe anyway, 

Peter Quirk of Eastern 
Pride says that the league 
should have as many teams 
as it can sustain. Basil 
Scarcella, on, ‘On The Ball’, 
believes in the school of 
thought that less teams 
equals quality football and 
bring in the crowds (and 
Eddie Thomson, evidently, 
also, conforms to this 


OZ SOCCER NEEDS 


TOTAL OVERHAUL 


Dear Sir, 

There has been a lot of 
talk these past 12 months 
about festructuring and 
reforming the NSL at the end 
of this season by the present 
governing body. 

However the way I see it, 
not a great deal (if anything) 
will change no matter who is 
voted as Chairman of Soccer 
Australia this month. 

‘The reason is restructuring 
and reform has to come from 
the club’s themselves, not the 
head body. Of the 15 clubs 
left in the competition only 
seven of them are capable of 
doing that if push came to 
shove and they needed to. If 
only three teams are elimi- 
nated at the end of this sea- 
son, it will still leave five 
dud teams who can’t or 
won't change for obvious 
feasons, 

In that case, it doesn’t put 
pressure on the other seven 


school) Eddie should know. 

‘We perhaps, saw some of 
the best club football in the 
later years in Sydney City 
Hakoa, with the likes of 
Kosmina and the late Joe 
Watson etc. 

I think when they folded 
they were getting gates of 
about 900. It didn’t work 
then, and it won’t work now. 
We need clubs like Hobart, 
Gold Coast, Darwin, 
Fremantle, Geelong etc. 
History will prove that the 
condensed 12 team league is 
a dud, 

A new breakaway league 
needs, apart from the obvi- 
‘ous, Soccer minded people 
of substantial means, an out- 
let of promotion. 


toa great deal either. So what 
is the answer? 

Unless Soccer Australia in 
its present form, has the mus- 
cle and the authority to get 
rid of eight out of the 15 
teams now currently in the 
NSL (instead of only three) 
and adding four or five new 
ones waiting in the wings, 
then their is only one other 
choice if there is to be any 
real changes made. 

‘That of course is a break- 
away or rebel league if that’s 
what some people want to 
call it. 

Of course the biggest 
obstacle to such a proposal is 
the spectre of FIFA ban’s 
hanging over the heads of 
players and clubs involved. 
But if we stop and think 
about the situation as it is, 
FIFA bans will not hurt or 
mean that much, if most of 
Australia’s best players are 
working overseas for 


The obvious TV station, 
that springs to mind is 
Channel 7, for obvious rea~ 
sons. 
Now they will undoubted- 
ly have aboard, those who 
misguidedly think that AFL 
is the greatest game in the 
world, but equally there must 
be the level headed business- 
men who see Soccer as it is, 
the most marketable product 
in the sporting world. 
Now if you wanted an 
Aussie mainstream product; 
would you promote a league 
for example, that has a team 
named Marconi Stallions? 1 
don’t think so — Roll on a 
new “pirate league.” 
PY. Gearing, 
Moonee Ponds. VIC. 


European clubs. 

Only the Joeys and under 
“20” national teams would 
be affected for a couple of 
seasons until the bans where 
lifted and all sorted out. 

As for any young players 
still in their teens wanting to 
play for a Euro Club but may 
face bans, all I can say is if 
they can't wait until they are 
in their early twenties before 
moving overseas, then let 
them pack their bags as soon 
as they leave school and 
wish them all good luck. 
Australia doesn’t need them. 

What would probably hurt 
the most, is the windfall from 
the World Club 
Championships that we now 
have. It’s the biggest trump 
card up the establishments 
sleeve, but once again if you 
look at it closely, how many 
NSL teams can realistically 
be involved in that tourna- 
ment every year. 

Provided the Wolves don’t 
win this years Grand Final, 
they don’t have to make their 
intentions known one way or 
the other until. 

They finish their commit- 
ments in Spain later this year. 

Tf Perth Glory wins this 
year, I am sure that Nick 
Tana would consider giving 
up that windfall next year, 
provided there was a com- 
plete overhaul of the game 
with a successful rebel com- 
petition. 

But if South Melbourne 
wins this year (as looks like- 
ly) then they will be the 
hardest ones to convince. 

However if there is a new 
consortium ready to take it's 
place in Melbourne, if they 
held out, then a rebel comp 
should succeed with or with- 
‘out South Melbourne. 

So if the fear factor of 
FIFA bans can be overcome, 
which is what the establish- 
ment leans onto all the time 
to stay in power, then Soccer 


’S TV WOES 


will become a major force 
and sport in this country. 

If not then we are destined 
to put up with the same old 
faces running the game the 
same way as they have for 
decades. 


South Melbourne's 


That of course will be a 
sad and sorry day for 
Australian Soccer.if we still 
have people who can’t run a 
chook raffle still in power. 

Dominic Scullino, 
Nerang. Qld. 


ethnic dilemma 


Dear Sir, 

South Melbourne are 
arguably the NSL’s most con- 
sistently successful club, With 
these credentials as well as a 
modem Soccer ground South 
Melbourne Hellas should be 
the Perth Glory of Melbourne. 

In reality they are a major 
NSL club but totally depen- 
dent on Melboume’s Greek 
community for their survival. 


The number of non Greek 
South Melbourne Hellas sup- 
porters is small despite recent 
attempts by the club to broad- 
en its supporter base. 

Tf South Melbourne Hellas 
which is offering (by NSL 
standards) a good Soccer 


Mickey Peterson: South 
Melbourne coach. 


Dear Sir, 

In September 1980, the then Australian Soccer 
Federation president Sir Arthur George 
announced a package deal involving TV coverage 
of Philips League, World Cup preliminaries and 
finals, European Club competitions and English 
League games by one network. 

‘The only golden period of promotion of the 
game of soccer. What are we doing now? 

Past president Scarsella boasted of huge finan- 
cial benefits after the "greatest" television coup 
with Channel 7. 

Benefit to Soccer Australia only? Last year’s 
sub-contract to the ABC cost every home team 


thousands of dollars due to reduced attendances 
(except for the finals), and this year Channel 
Seven's package is for insomniacs and night owls 
only. By the way, the Philips Soccer League had 
14 teams. 


Why don't the administrators of Soccer 
Australia work on some "real" benefits for the 
sport. For example: a system of relegation and 
promotion, a worthwhile National Cup competi- 
tion (with preliminary knockouts in each State 
between the respective leagues and NSL teams) 
and a retum to either autumn/winter or 
winter/spring competition. 

And something else: in 1979 the best support- 
ed side was Newcastle drawing 53,000 for the 
first five home games, followed by Canberra with 
30,000 fans. Who got it wrong ? 

Peter K Tamm, 
Dernancourt S.A. 


product cannot appeal to a 
more mainstream market what 
hope have the other lesser eth- 
nic clubs of reaching this mar- 
ket. 

All previous attempts to 
market clubs such as Adelaide 
City, Sydney Olympic, 
Melbourne Knights, Sydney 
United and others to a main- 
stream audience have failed 
miserably. 

With almost absolute 
certainty, | can pre- 
dict that any new 
attempt regardless of 
money outlay will 
fail again. 

Unfortunately all 
ethnic based Soccer 
clubs are typecast” 
making them prison- 
ers of their heritage 
which makes them 
alien to a more main- 
stream audience. 
Worse still no amount 
of money or market- 
ing skills will ever 
change this situation. 

Under Nogarotto 
disastrous decisions 
were the norm at 
Northern Spirit but 
despite this some use- 
ful outcomes did arise. 

‘We know now there is a 
significant market for a quality 
mainstream NSL club in 
Sydney elusive as that maybe. 

The witty Con Maklis 
enthusiasm for a new Adelaide 
NSL club seems to be based 
on his calculated assessment 
that Adelaide can support a 
good mainstream NSL club. 

Despite the Carlton debacle 
and previous disasters it is still 
hard to believe that Melbourne 
does not have a market for a 
good mainstream NSL club. 

‘This leaves Brisbane which 
I still regards as the toughest 
market for the NSL for rea- 
sons I cannot define, 

Whatever charge are made 
to the NSL the task ahead as in 
the past will be one of endless 
difficulties which I suppose is 
the story of Soccer in 
Australia over the last 120 
years, 


R. Melor, 
Bondi. NSW. 


apsw ($3 


By Allan Crisp 


LIVING BEYOND THEIR MEANS 
ince the advent of the Philips Soccer League 
in 1977, eight national soccer league clubs 

have fallen by the wayside to be consigned to 
the footballing scrap heap. 

Eight, yes, eight clubs have died on the vine 
and that's not counting clubs that were relegated 
from the NSL to resurface in various State League 
competitions, 

This chilling statistic compiled by Soccer 
Australia's superb statistician Andrew Howe 
should set alarm bells ringing because it is pateat- 
ly obvious that other clubs are skirting close to the 
precipice of extinction, 

Analysts have delivered their theories t 
account for the high rate of demise, but the sim- 
plistic view for the cause can be traced to inade- 
quate management. 

The age-old problem of attempting to keep up 
with the “Jones's” leads to living beyond their 
means, which in tum ends in financial ruin, 

Western Suburbs were the first outfit to desert 
the NSL scene when the fire in the financial 
kitchen flared, 

That excellent. Sydney team was followed 
down the liguidation path by Neweastle KB 
United, which in 1979 was hailed as the trailblaz- 
er of the national competition, 


"NSW ACADEMY 
SQUADS NAMED 


he NSW Academy, based at NSW Soccer 
headquarters Valentine Sports Park, has 
named its two squads for the winter season. 

The Academy, providing a quality football 
environment for the State's best Under 17 
athletes, will once again compete weekly in 
the NSW Women’s Super League, 
Australia’s top State league. The regular 
high quality competition against stronger, 
more experienced players is crucial to their 
development as elite footballers. 

Headed by NSW ITC Coach Allan 
Bourke, the First Grade Squad includes nine 
NSW Institute of Sport scholarship players. 
Australian U21 representative, goalkeeper 
Cassandra Kell, is the only over-age member. 
The Academy's Reserve Grade side, restrict- 
ed to players Under 15, is headed by coach 
Debbie Fisher. 


1 : RESERVE GRADE 
‘Leah BLAYNEY Annelise ALLAN 
Caherine CANNUL ‘Danielle BROGAN 
‘MeICLANCY ‘Amanda CERGOVSKL 
ee COLLINS ~ Rhiannon COLL 

Kirsten DEALE 

Briony HOLCOMBE 

Emma HOWES 

‘Lacy GRAHAM 

Kylie LEDBROOK ‘Nicole MATAK: 
jusine McLAUGHLIN. Belinda RISTEVSKT 
Kim MeMINIMEE Danielle ROGERS - 
‘Jess PALMER Emma SCHILLER 
‘Hayley TODD Natalie SPIROVSKE 
Cassandra KELL Julie STOUINOVSKA 


KB United was the “Perth Glory” of the era, 
innovative and ambitious, with Newcastle rightly 
declared the soccer capital of Australia. 

Penrith City was next to fall in 1985, closely 
followed by record breaking Sydney City Slickers, 
who folded in 1987, ironically 10-years to the day 
after the NSL was launched. 

Collingwood, West Adelaide Sharks, 
Newcastle Breakers and Carlton joined the fallen, 
each with their own tale of woe to relate. 

‘A recent Melbourne Herald Sun editorial read, 
“the explosion of players’ wages is the main rea- 
son more leading soccer clubs in Australia are bit- 
ing the dust.” 

That statement was challenged by Professional 
Footballers’s Association Chief Executive 
Brendan Schwab, who claimed: “The essential 
problem is that the game is underdeveloped and 
undervalued by historically poor decision making 
at the top.” 

‘The PFA also rejected the implication in the 
Herald Sun that player payments outstrip total 
NSL revenues, 

‘Taking the sad Carlton Soccer Clubsas an exam- 
fle, the figures simply did not compute. 

As Carlton entered the insolvency waters, its 
directors stated that the club's primary assets were 
pending player transfer fees, 

‘A spokesperson for the administrators, char- 
tered accountants Scott and Partners, outlined the 
estimated realisable assets to be $712,000, with the 
imated net liabilities at $3,205 million of a total 
$3,808 million. 

Money, it seems, can bring instant. success, 
‘Carlton amazed the sporting fraternity by qualify- 
ing for the NSL grand final in its first sensational 
season. 

In the final analysis, however, there can be no 
substitute for tradition and stability. 


VISITORS ON TRACK 
‘apanese clubs Verdy Tokyo (formerly Verdy 
Kawasaki) and Consadole Sapporo are both 
enjoying satisfying success during their tour of 
South Australia. 

“The J League clubs have mastered two separate 
bursts of hot SA weather and the local opposition 
as they:gear for the second half of their league 


campaign. 

Newly promoted Consalle, perhaps, paid the 
penalty of training in the oppressive heat on the 
morning of its first match against SA champions 
Blue Eagles when it drew the night game 1-1 at the 
Southern Sports Complex. 

‘Verdy found touch in its opening match, down- 
ing the South Australian team 6-2 at Hindmarsh 
Stadium, 

Miura notched a brace for the visitors, with 
‘Nagai, Sakurai, Ogura and Klio the other scorers. 

Michael Pirone and Mark Yates counted for 
SA, with Pirone gaining consolation by netting the 
‘best strike of the contest. 


i almost Algarve Cup time again, the pre- 
mier annual women’s international event 


‘atildas defender Amy Taylor will take 

her place alongside some of 
Australia’s most famous personalities when 
she gets behind the wheel for this year’s 
BMW Celebrity Challenge as part of the 
Australian Formula One Grand Prix at 
Melbourne’s Albert Park early next month. 

The Celebrity race creates a large share 
of the publicity surrounding the profession- 
al Grand Prix and is a coveted gig for lead- 
ing athletes and stars of the entertainment 
industry each year. 

Also amongst the 28 celebrity lineup at 
this stage are Olympic gold medallists 
Kieran Perkins, Rechelle Hawkes, Lauren 
Burns, Gillian Rolton, Liz Weekes, sports 
stars Ric Charlesworth, Rob de Castella, 
and Jan Baker-Finch, plus entertainers 
Steve Quartermain, Steve Bisley, Mike 
Carlton, and Yahoo Serious. 

‘As well as the chase for individual line 
honours on the 16-comer 5.3 km circuit, 
this year the event takes on a new State of 
Origin format, Taylor’s joint ACT/NT team 
also including marathon legend de Castella 
and TV personality Jonothan Uptin. 
Taylor has already taken centre stage, 
‘one of four Celebrity racers to make the 
public launch of the race in Melbourne ear- 
lier this month. 


ALGARVE TIME 


TAYLOR’S GRAND PRIX 


wee 
a 
;, v 
i a 
tite geet ce 
Neville Flounders: Adelaide City’s 


new coach. 


Consadole also found the State team a willing 
sparring partner before beating the locals 3-1 three 
cays later. 

‘Mori (no relation to the Perth Glory striker), Ita 
and Nonomura were Sapporo's best players, with 
Fukagawa, 

‘Wanamt and Daniel Menechella (own goal) the 
seorers. 

Marcin Kiemo netted for SA, while Daniel 
Menechalla, George Sonis and Kierno were best 
for SA 

Verdy took on SA's sole NSL side Adelaide 
City Force last Wednesday when it emerged 3-1 
victors as Yamada, Ishizuka and Yano scored. 

Claudio Pelosi levelled Yamada’s 22nd minute 
strike in the 26th minute, but Ishizuka (71) and 
Yano (87) emphasised Verdy's resilience. 

City, weakened through suspension and injury, 
suffered a scare with defender Fabrizio Bucciarelli 
taken from the field with a nose injury, but subse- 
{quent X-Rays showed no breaks. 


NIFTY NEV 
uring his playing days with Adelaide City, 
Neville Flounders was never prone to shirk a 
tackle, 

Flounders, in his new capacity as City’s 
Premier League coagh, suffered a 0-3 defeat a the 
hands of State League club Birkalla in a second 
round Summer League game. 

‘At the end of that match Flounders said he was 
disappointed with the loss, but believed the score- 
Tine flattered Birkalla. 

[ think weill come across better Premier 
League teams during the season,” Flounders pre- 
dicted. 


on the calendar, held in Portugal and organ- 
ised by Nordic nations Norway, Sweden and 


Celebrity fac- 
ers will each 
take charge of 
a new BMW 
23 2.2i road- 
ster, which fj 
was released 
late last year, [= 
and features 
the new 2.2i § 
inline — six- 

cylinder Amy Taylor 
125kW engine. These Z3s will also be spe- 
cially fitted with a full race rollover bar, 
race seats and hamess. The cars are capa- 
ble of reaching 240km per hour. 

‘The five-lap Celebrity race will be held 
just two hours before the main Formula 
‘One event itself on 4 March. The Matilda 
will also be involved in other associated 
festivities including the official Grand Prix 
Ball. 

Taylor and co-racers will immerse them- 
selves in a week’s Driver Training at 
Sandown racetrack under the expert guid- 
ance of Le Mans winner Geoff Brabham 
from 26 February which includes a race 
licence examination. 


Big Nev's statement was justified when his 
team reversed the scoreline by downing Birkalla 
3-0 ina fifth round fixture at Hindmarsh Stadium. 


UNBELIEVABLE 
ere’s one for the unbelievable file! So incred- 
‘ble that we must float it as a rumour rather 
than fact. 

‘ASA State League club coach was given his 
marching orders after his team ended an unbeaten 
sequence by losing its first match in the SA 
Summer Series. 

Cool heads among the club comimittee are try- 
ing to have the sacking stopped, but there appears 
to be little hope of a reprieve. 


RACE IS ON 
aiders, Blue Eagles, Olympic, Modbury, 
Croydon Kings and Birkalla have been the 
front runners heading into the quarter-finals of the 
SA Summer Series. 

Promoted Premier League side Olympic sig- 
nalled its intentions for the pending league battle 
with an impressive 2-0 win over Jast seasonts beat- 
cn grand finalist Port Lion 

Sivmpic and the Pirates produced a quality 

ame thal served asa fine advertisement for the 
jocal product, 
er-sub, Saranti Parissos, the 16-year old 
starlet, who blew up a goal storm coming off the 
Olympic bench in previous games, got his long 
awaited start, but failed to score this time, 

However, Parissos produced clever, incisive 
skills and impressed with his quick- witted distrib- 
ution, 

At the opposite end of the park, Pirate Tony 
Kasperski created huge problems for the Olympic 
defence with his vigorous attacking sorties. 

The teams were as evenly matched as anything 
Bryant and May could manufacture until the 59th 
minute when John Spatharos was brought down in 
the box and referee Steve Graggs pointed to the 
spot. 
Steph Pappas, who had been warming the sub- 
stitutesi bench until the 54th minute, squeezed the 
penalty under the diving George Kargiotis in the 
Port Lion goal to give Olympic the lead. 

‘A pass from John Spatharos gave Paul 
‘Tsoukalas a chance to attempt a spectacular over- 
head that cleared the crossbar before Port Lion 


substitute Scott Carey rocketed a drive which _ 


‘Olympic custodian Darrien Bauer saved expertly. 

‘Olympic stretched its advantage a minute from 
full time as a thunderbolt free kick by Nick 
Tsoukalas struck the crossbar before Noah 
Albanese fired a piledriver that cannoned off Port 
defender Paul Martin into the net. 

‘A 30-metre thunderbolt drive from Harry 
Skoumbros gave Cobras a 1-0 win ovep, 
Cumberland Foxes in the curtainraiser, the first 
half of which was played in persistent rain 

The Foxes were hoping the drought-breaking 
conditions would coincide with a drought-break- 


ing win, but Cumberland’s goal-shy attitude ruined 
its.chances. 

Not forthe frst time in this series, Cobras goal- 
keeper Mirza SIjivo proved his brilliance with 
some outstanding glove work, highlighted by a 
magnificent 72nd minute qver the top finger tip 
save to deny Arthur Floros. 


SA SUMMER 
SERIES 
ROUND 5 


‘Olympic FC 2 (Pappas, Martin (og) 
Port Lion Pirates 0 
Cobras 1 (Skoumbros), 
Cumberland Foxes 
| Adelaide City 3.(Saracéno 2, D, Paris) 
Birkalla 0, 
Campbelltown Red Devils 3 
(Signoriellb, Petronzio; Pavia): 
Panthers 0 


ROUND 6 
a9 
‘Metro Stars v Par Lion 
Modbury y Croydon Kings /: | 


~ Para Hills v Nati i: 
Cobras v Blue Eagles 


- By Janene Mar 


AGAIN 


Denmark. 

The eight-nation lineup as usual includes 
some of the world’s best - Olympic gold 
medallists Norway are joined by Sydney 
2000 silver medallists USA, perennial super- 
powers China and Sweden, World Cup regu- 
lars Canada and Denmark, plus Finland and 
hosts Portugal. 

USA heads Group A alongside Sweden, 
Canada, and Portugal, whilst Norway and 
China are pitched together in Group B with 
Denmark and Finland. 

At this, the beginning of a new four-year 
phase, working toward the 2003 World Cup 
and 2004 Olympic Games, the top teams are 
rebuilding by experimenting with young 
players in this Algarve Cup. The USA are 
holding an 8-day training camp this week at 
the ARCO Olympic Training Center in 
California consisting purely of their National 
U2I Team members. The majority of the 
Algarve Cup roster will be selected from this 
younger group. 

Six of these U21 players were already part 
of the USA's two-match tour to China last 
month held in Panyu and Hangzhou, Four 
US players made their international debut, 
with a total of seven players making the trip 
with just eleven caps or less to their name. 
Tiffeny Milbrett, Lorrie Fair, Christie Pearce 
and Kate Sobrero were the only established 
players amongst the eighteen. 

Likewise Chinese Coach Ma Yuanan left 
out his four key veterans Sun Wen, Wen 
Lirong, Gao Hong and Liu’ Ailing (each of 
whom have signed with the US pro-league) 


and introduced four newcomers amongst his 
lineup. 
China’s Algarve Cup Squad sees seven 
new young additions from the side which ~ 
competed at the Olympics. Coach Ma 
‘Yuanan has made his intentions clear which 
department requires the most strengthening 
with six of the newcomers being defenders, 
plus a goalkeeper. 

China will train for a month at their base 
in Qingyuan in preparation for Algarve. 


ENGLAND'S 
NEW HOME 


ihe English women’s national teams will 

be amongst those to enjoy anew state-of- 
the-art training facility come the middle of 
2003. The Football Association, governing 
body of English football, last week 
announced its decision to build the first-class 
National Football Centre in Burton in the 
north Midlands. 

‘The FA has made it clear the NFC will 
become the ‘spiritual home’ to all England 
Teams, senior to youth, men’s and women’s. 
England’s best will base themselves at the 
NEC in the lead-up to matches, 

Set on a 350 acre site, the NFC will be of 
a scale seen never before, either in England 
‘or overseas, and is based on Clairefontaine, 
the renowned French national academy 
which helped thrust their men to World Cup 
champion status and is certainly an influence 
upon the women’s recent surge. The £30mil- 
lion project is funded entirely by the FA. 
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NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE 


FOOTBALL KINGZ 
NORTHERN SPIRIT 


” By Arvind Hickman 


‘ick Hickman notched up his first victory in 

charge as Northern Spirit defeated the Football 

Kingz 2-1 at Ericsson Stadium last Friday 
night. 

The Kingz were looking to bounce back from a frustrat- 
ing performance against Newcastle last week, while 
Northern Spirit hadn't won since December 22nd and were 
on a run of six straight defeats. 

‘The match was only 90 seconds old when Andreas Bluhm 
lost the ball on halfway, creating a counter attack which 
resulted in Spirit's opening goal. 

Spirit fired a shot into the scattered Kingz defence which 
rebounded and went 
straight to the unmarked 
Ben Burgess who fired 
into a empty net from 15 
yards. 

This should have been 
the tonic- to wake the 
Kingz up but Spirit contin- 
ued to look the more posi- 
tive team. 

On 11 minutes the 
Spirit almost doubled their 
lead after a deep cross- 
found Burgess in a 
promising position. The 
tall bustling striker fired a 
shot which deflected off 
Michael Cartwright) and 
struck the outside post: 

Towards the latter part 
of the half Levent Osman 
made a crucial goal line 
clearance for the Kingz 
after a Spirit shot beat 
‘keeper Chris Marsh. 

The Kingz came out 
fighting in the second half 


they were level. A great run down the left flank by Aaran 
Lines resulted with an inch perfect cross from the by line. 

The ball found Campbell at the back post and he hit the 
back of the net with a powerful header. 

The tempo picked up another gear as the Kingz now 
looked the aggressors. 

However it was the Spirit, largely against the run of play, 
who scored the winner thanks to man of the match Burgess. 

Some slick Spirit passing split the Kingz defence before a 
final ball to the back post found Burgess unmarked to volley 
in from close range. 

Tt was the Englishman's eleventh goal of the season and 
his fifth this season against the Kingz. 

‘The Spirit break their six game losing streak and now 
push up to tenth on the NSL ladder, while the Kingz slide 
even further to twelfth position, both teams looking unlikely 
to make the finals. 


and within five minutes yorthern Spirit's Robbie Slater (right) shoots against the Football Kingz defence. 


PARRAMATTA POWER 
NEWCASTLE UNITED 


By Arvind Hickman 


1-1 draw against Parramatta Power at 
Parramatta Stadium last Sunday, 

Substitute Daniel McBreen scored in the 86th minute to 
cam United a deserved point in this often uninspiring 
encounter. 

Parramatta Power Coach, David Mitchell, was happy 
with the way his team played but admits the result doesn't 
help his team’s finals aspiration, 

"I though we played well today, knocked the ball around 
well and had a bit of composure. I'm dissapointed we didn't 
win because it makes it a lotharder for us,” he said. 

"Its definitely made it that bit harder (to make the finals), 
another three points would have made it much easier. There 
is still a chance but its getting harder by the week obvious- 
ly." 

Newcastle United Coach, Lee Sterrey, admired his team’s 
character but believed they should never have gone behind. 

“We shouldn't have been in jail. We had three chances 
before they had come for a corner (and scored), and they 
never had a shot at Bobby Catlin till then," he said. 

“Overall I was happy, particularly with the second half 
until we-opened up chasing the game. When we get it down 
and play, certainly we play with a lot more confidence,” he 
said 

The first half of this game saw no real scoring opportuni- 
ties with very scrappy and often disjointed play. 

Newcastle came out fir ne second and should have 
gone ahead three minutes after the interval when Andy 
Harper released Esala Masi. The Fijian intemational ran 
uncontested to the advancing Andrew Crews but could only 
blasted the ball well over. 

Masi was in the thick of action yet again volleying 
straight to Crews after Peter Juciniewicz played a-dangerous 
cross into the box. The Power keeper made an excellent 
reflex save to thwart the United striker. 


Nive United scored late in the game to steal a 


The Power then scored the opening goal in the 58th 
minute after weathering a storm of Newcastle pressure, 

Damien Brown delivered a difficult comer which was 
met by the head of Michael Santalab from the edge of the 
penalty area. The ball somehow managed to navigate 
through a forest of bodies and past ‘keeper Bobby Catlin for 
arelatively soft goal. . 

Newcastle replied in the 86th minute through substitute 
Daniel McBreen. Mark Wilsons’ cross was met by a Harper 
shot, Crews then parrying the ball into the path of McBreen. 
‘The youngster made no mistake with an open goal beckon- 
ing. 

The result is a much needed confidence booster for the so 
far disappointing Newcastle United, but on the other side, 
leaves Parramatta Power with a huge task ahead if they are 
to climb three places into finals contention. 


Andrew Crews: Kept Parramatta Power in the 
game with timely saves. 
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EASTERN PRIDE 
ADELAIDE CITY 


By Emma Nwaneri 


late, late header from hardwork- 

ing Claudio Pelosi gave Adelaide 

City Force the maximum points 
last Saturday evening at Mobil Park, 
over hosts Eastern Pride. 

Pelosi's extratime goal ensured a 2-1 win 
for Adelaide, pushing them within sight of 
the top six for the first time this season, 

The outcome however condemned the 
hapless Easter Pride to their 12th defeat at 
the end of Round 19, leaving them perma- 
nently rooted to the bottom of the National 
Soccer League. 

‘The result was h 
harsh tum of events for the 
doomed Pride, coming after 
the glimmer of hope offered 
by young John Hutchinson's [¥ 
equaliser in the 34th minute. f 

Watched by a little over 
2,000 spectators, Adelaide's 
strike force of Aurelio 
Vidmar, David Terminello 
and Pelosi immediately [i 
besieged Pride's area in F; 
search of an early goal 
straight after kick-off. They 
were duly rewarded in only 
the 7th minute of the game 
when Scott Tumbridge hit a 
strong shot past Pride's 
exasperated goalkeeper, 

Eugene Galekovic. 

The pressure continued fj 
unabated, but Pride's defen- 
sive formation of hardwork- 
ing Manny Gotis and |? 

Clayton Bell, in the absence F#s 
of the ever-reliable Dean 


repel Adelaide's rampant attackers. 

In the 34th minute, young Hutchinson 
brought relief to the beleaguered Pride by 
scoring the much-welcome equaliser from a 
scorching grounder released from out8ide 
the 18-yard box. es 

The scoreline remained unchanged 
throughout the second half and practically 
everyone at the Mobil Park had written off 
the game as a stalemate until Pelosi rose 
beyond his markers in the Pride area to 
head home the winner. fs 

Coming at the time it did, the goal broke 
Pride's hearts, particularly after their 
defenders, led by Gotis and substitute Paul 
Weare had played their hearts out to keep 
Adelaide at bay. 


Fak, somehow managed to Claudio Pelosi: He scored the crucial last minute 


W’GONG WOLVES 5 
MELB KNIGHTS 2 


By Otto Bader 


n front of a healthy crowd of 5,459 — 

and with hundreds of fans still in a long 

queue at the gates at kick-off — the 
Wolves totally outclassed the visiting 
Melbourne Knights 5-2 last Saturday night 
at the WIN Stadium. 

Strikers Saso Petrovski and Stuart Young 
scored two goals each with Scott Chipperfield 
‘contributing with the last of the match. 

The current League and Oceania champi- 
‘ons could have even scored more through 
Petrovski missing @ couple of ‘sitters’ with an 
empty goal at his mercy. 

The Knights were gifted cheap goals 
according to the Wolves’ coach Ronnie Corry 
when Andrew Marth toe-poked the bouncing 
ball into the low comer of goal. The Wolves’ 
defenders were not alert enough and in the 
second half Knights’ striker Adrian Cervinski 
was given another gift when the Wolves” 
defence was caught flat-footed. 

To the delight of the Wolves’ fans, Ron 
Corry brought on David Cervinski in the final 
tiinutes for his 200th game in the NSL, Also 
coming with just 10 minutes left was Robbie 
Stanton, 

Also much to the crowd’ 
applause 


delight loud 


into action ‘when 
to make a brilliant save from a 
piledriver that was screaming for the 
top comer. 
Melboume coach Vlado Vanis admitted his 
charges were beaten by a better team and that 
poor defence cost them dearly. 


winfter for Adelaide, 


He also pointed out that he had two key 
players out in Lubo Lapsansky and Steve 
Horvat, both formerly with Carlton, 

Wolves’ coach Ron Corry remarked that 
whilst he was happy with the final result, his 
team has to mature more to become a good 
outfit. He added that more composure was 
required when the side led by five goal and 
that no cheap opportunities should ever be 
surrendered to 
the opposi- 


17th minute 
following a 
fine cross by 
Chipperfield 
which found 
Stuart Young 
who headed 
in. 

T he outstanding miafielder. 
Knights 
equalised in the 22nd minute following a free- 
kick which was not cleared. However the 
Wolves stepped up the pace and scored their 
second through Saso Petrovski in the 26th and 
created a few more dangerous: situations, 
Robbie Middleby out wide ran the Knights’ 
defenders off their feet. 

In the second half the Wolves looked great 
scoring in the 61st (Petrevski), 73nd (Young) 
and 74th (Chipperfield). 

The home team then lost a bit of intensity 
but still outplayed the Knights for the final 
quarter. It was again yet another great team 
performance by Wollongong with young mid- 
fielder Paul Reid, lethal strikers Scott 
Chipperficld and Stuart Young plus experi- 
eficed central defender George Souris starring 
for the home side. 
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NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC 3 
PERTHGLORY 3 


. By Julian Murphy & 
Joe Russo 


ydney Olympic stole a thrilling 

-3 draw against Perth Glory 

a battle of second and third 

at Belmore Sports Ground last 
Sunday. 

Not many NSL games so far this 
season can claim to match last year’s 
title decider for excitement, On that 
day Wollongong and Perth scored 
three goals apiece before the Wolves 
prevailed in a tense penalty shootout. 

On Sunday Perth were involved in 
another outstanding contest when they 
travelled to fellow high-fliers Sydney 
Olympic. Both sides again scored three 
goals and, whilst it may not have quite 
matched the high drama of that epic 
Grand Final, it will certainly be one of 
the 2000-01 campaign's more memo- 
rable battles. 

The pulsating contest was capped 
off by a marvellous long-range strike 
by Olympic substitute Anthony 
Doumanis, with all of the other five 
goals also superbly crafted, 

Olympic and the Glory had each 
knocked five goals past their oppo- 
nents in their previous games, against 
Adelaide and Sydney United respec- 
tively, Yet fans, which included a size- 
able and typically vocal Glory contin- 
gent, that expected more of the same 
were to be disappointed in the first 
half. 

‘With the season entering its later 
stages neither side was willing to give 
too much away in the opening 45 min- 
utes. Olympic's Troy Halpin and 
Perth's Kasey Wehrman fought it out to 
gain control of the midfield but shots 
on goal were few and far between. It 


may have been the announcement of 
South Melbourne’s thumping win over 
Marconi that had the players pressing 
towards goal in the final minutes of the 
half. Play certainly began to open up 
yet neither side could break the dead- 
lock. 

There was definitely a sense that 
there were plenty of goals in the game, 
but no one could have predicted the 
deluge that was to come in the first 20 
minutes of the second half. Moments 
after Perth’s Scott Miller struck the 
crossbar Olympic’s Lindsay Wilson 
slipped the ball through the Glory 
defence for George Goutzioulis to vol- 
ley past Jason Petkovic and open the 
scoring. 

Tt was another great pass that set-up 
Perth’s reply three minutes later, 
Wehrman picking out Edwards who 
kept his nerve to find the back of the 
net despite the close attention of two 
Olympic defenders. 

Bobby Despotovski and Damien 
Mori have scored plenty goals between 
them this season but failed to threaten 
in the first half, The two were both 
involved in Perth's second goal, 
Despotovski converting in the 62nd 
minute after some great work on the 
left flank by Mori and Gareth Nayen. 

Those watching the game were find- 
ing it difficult to keep up as play swung 
from end to end and Olympic levelled 
two minutes later when Scott Baillie 
headed home a Halpin free kick. 

‘Then it was Mori's turn to get in on 
the act, picking up his 13th goal of the 
season from the re-start after Olympic 
failed to clear their penalty area. 

After the rush of scoring it looked 
like both sides were intent on collect- 
ing five goals for the second week in a 
row. Although both Olympic and the 
Glory continued to create chances it 
took until the 84th minute’ for 
Doumanis to square things up for the 


third time. A Wilson cross was headed 
back outside the box by Ante Juric and 
in the direction of Doumanis. Whether 
or not Petkovic thought Doumanisi 
shot was on target only the Perth ‘keep- 
er knows, but he remained unmoved as 
it sailed into the top right hand comer 
of the net. 

Only Olympic looked capable of 
troubling the scoreboard any further 
but they ran out of time and the end 
3-3 result was probably a fair one. The 
draw allows South Melbourne to con- 
solidate their position at the head of the 
table and sees Olympic and Perth 
jostling with Wollongong for the all 
important second spot. 

The two teams may yet face each 
other again after the regular season is 
completed and, based on this 
encounter at Belmore, it will be well 
worth the wait. 


Ge 
Ante Juric: Sydney Olympic 
captain. 


CANBERRA COSMOS 1 
BRISBANE STRIKERS 1 


By Graham Cooke 


C 


anberra Cosmos chairman Danny 
Moulis said he “would take up 
with the appropriate authorities 
the refereeing performance of Perry Mur 
after his team’s 1-1 draw with Brisbane 
Strikers at Bruce Stadium on Saturday. 

“We have serious concerns and we will g0 
through the proper authorities to ensure 
those concerns are communicated to Soccer 
Australia,” he said. “I will make no further 
comment until that process is completed.” 

Lawyer Moulis would not elaborate for 
fear of falling foul of SA’s strict rules on the 
criticism of referees, but he was obviously 
referring to at least two incidents, which 
resulted in Mur being booed from the field 
by the usually mild-mannered Canberra 
crowd. 

The first occurred in the 66th minute 
when substitute Milton Cortes put the ball in 
the net for what seemed likely to be a match- 
winning goal for the home side. Linesman 
John Bowdler indicated the goal was good, 
but in what Cosmos coach Tom Sermanni 
described as an “astounding decision” Mur 
made an offside ruling from his position sey- 
eral metres down the field. 

Then an incident behind play ended with 
midfielder Andy Ravanello sprawling on the 
turf. The match continued until a stoppage 
during which Mur consulted linesman 
Michael Collins but took no action. 

Earlier Brisbane, who elected to play the 
game despite having four players away on 
international duty with 
Socceroos, had had much the better of a 
goalless first half. 

They also had a goal disallowed: From 
former Cosmos striker Peter Buljan, when he 
pounced on a Peter Dwyer pass and put the 
ball into the net from close range, but Mur 


the 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 6 
MARCONI STALLIONS 1 


By Alan Clark 


hat began as a rout, ended as a massacre 
W: South Melbourne were a classabove 

Marconi Stallions at Bob Jane on Sunday, 
running up a 6-1 victory which would not have sur- 
prised were it a greater margin. Con Boutsianis 
scored a hat-trick - his third goal coming in added 
time. 
"I thought we played some entertaining stuff, and 
Scored some great goals,” said South Assistant coach 
Jeff Olver - deputising for Mickey Petersen in the post- 
match media conference. 

South did enough in the first half to see off the 
Stallions’ challenge setting up a 3-0 half-time lead, and 
using that platform for the win that continues their run 
as NSL pace-setters. 

Boutsianis opened the scoring after seven minutes 
with one of the season's more unlikely goals. Vaughan 
Coveny won possession up the left and crossed. 
Stallions’ goalkeeper David Aceski went for the catch 
but was impeded by his own full-backs. 

Boutsianis had already dived in anticipation of the 
header, and the ball ricoched from the top of his head 
and into the net. 

But it was two goals in two minutes that swung the 
game comprehensively South Melbourne's way, racking 
up a three-goal lead ten minutes before half-time, which 
in the hot and trying conditions of play, was never like- 
ly to be overhauled. 

The first of the pair came from a move started by 
Fausto De Amicis. With his Socceroo call-up papers still 
fresh, De Amicis took possession of the ball mid-pitch, 
then ran forward unchallenged before slipping a pass 
outside to Boutsianis. Boutsianis then sent in a perfect 
cross for Andy Viahos to convert unchallenged close-in. 


The brace's second came from a tenacious bit of work 
from Goran Lozanoyski - recently returned to a South 
Starting eleven. Lozanovski took the ball to the edge of 
the penalty-area near the bye-line, rode a challenge, then 
laid the ball back to the unmarked Paul Trimboli at the 
18 yard line, directly in front of goal. Trimboli had time 
to place his shot wide of Aceski's despairing dive. 

Marconi made a triple substitution early in the second 
half which paid immediate dividends. Sasa Radulovic, 
a replacement for a quiet Vlado Zoric, out-paced the 
square South defence chasing a through-ball from 
Archie Thompson. Radulovic tucked the ball neatly 
past Michael Petkovic, giving the visitors a glimmer of 
hope. 

But Coveny scored a mirror-image goal for South 
eight minutes later, springing Marconi's trap to advance 
on the exposed Aceski, and restoring the three-goal 
cushion. 

South's fifth was another which had its genesis on the 
flank. This time it was Coveny who raced down the 
right, crossing to the far post where both Boutsianis and 
John Anastasiadis lay in wait. Boutsianis was the better 
placed and headed in - this time more convincingly - 
from close-range. 

"Wollongong (Marconi's last opponents) punished 
them wide as well. We worked on that all week and we 
felt that we could hurt them, and as it turned out that was 
the case,” said Olver. 

By this time Marconi was effectively down to. ten 
players, as Radulovic was hardly mobile, needing to 
leave the field for lengthy treatment at one stage. As all 
three substitutes had been used, there were no reinforce- 
ments from which to draw. 

Boutsianis earnt the match-ball with his third, scored 
in added time. 

Simon Colosimo - still to start in a South eleven, such 
is the depth of the South squad - showed his touch with 
a precise pass from centre-pitch out to De Amicis who 
made up ground on the left. De Amicis drove towards 
the bye-line, then crossed low into the crowded six-yard 


tuled him in an offside decision. 


box where Boutsianis was first to react to a scramble, 

"To say I'm disappointed obviously is an understate- 
ment,” said Stallions’ coach Eddie Krncevic. 
"Regardless if you get beaten, you want a bit of heart 
and you want them to go to the end. I personally am 
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Young 


this week," he said. 


very disappointed in a lot of my players today on the 
effort they've put in." 


David Pilic squandered a couple of out- 
standing chances, first shooting weakly 
Straight at goalkeeper Angelo Konstantinou, 
then putting the ball wide with'the goal at his 
mercy after Konstantinou had dropped a 
long throw from Dwyer.” ~ 

Canberra took the lead four minutes into 
the second half. Konstantinou’s long kick up 
field found Alex Castro on the edge of the 
opposing penalty area; he turned his marker 
but lacking support, elected to try a shot. 

It was an innocuous effort, but for some 
reason goalkeeper Corey Baldock remained 
rooted to the spot as the ball trundled across 
the face of his goal and into the far corner, 

At this point Canberra began to dominate 
the game, roughly corresponding to Cortes’ 
appearance from the bench, Apart from his 
disallowed effort, the little Uruguayan went 
close with another attempt, as did Jon 
Angelucci and Toplica Popovich. 

Deep into stoppage time Brisbane sal- 
vaged the game. Canberra’s defenders were 
slow in clearing the ball and Dwyer gained a 
late reward for a hard-working performance 
by stabbing it home. 

Strikers coach John Kosmina said the late 
equaliser was pay-back for the two goals 
Canberra scored in the dying minutes of the 
fixture in Brisbane to grab a 2-2 draw, 

“We had a lot of good possession in the 
first half and did not make the most of it, 
then dropped off in the second and allowed 
Canberra to take the game to us,” he said, 

“Thad three blokes out there who have not 
had a full game for the best part of six weeks 
and another having his first start since the 
second game of the season, so obviously I 
am happy with a point away from home.” 

Sermanni said his team were punished for 
not making the most of the chances they cre- 
ated in the second half, “Brisbane are a bet- 
ter side than their position in the table indi- 
cates,” he said. - 

“They kept on plugging away and in the 
end gained their reward.” 


“It's not the end of the world, but we need to regroup 


= = 


South Melbourne skipper Paul Trimboli (left) stops Marconi’s James Afkos. 
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STALLIONS 


hands of League leaders 
South Melbourne at the Bob 
Jane Stadium, must now 
quickly regroup if they hope 
fo get anything from their 
match against Sydney United 
this Saturday night. 

Striker Kris Trajanovski 


By John Economos 
Il 


ARCONI _ this 
Friday _ night, 
(Not Saturday), 


must pick themselves up 
for their home clash 
against Sydney United at 
the Marconi Stadium at 
7.30pm. 


was able redeem himself 
when he found the target in 
the 60th minute. 


Both striker Archie 
Thompson and ‘screener’ 
Angelo Costanzo, will turn 
out for Marconi before 
departing the very next day 
with Frank Farina’s national 
squad to travel to Colombia. 

Marconi, shell-shocked 
following their 6-1 thrashing 
last Sunday night at the 


Central marker, Simon 
Bell also refused to yield to 
souths’ onslaught. 

Defender Buddy Farah 
will also leaye Marconi next 
Monday to head off to 
Lebanon where he will play 
for that country’s national 
team in a friendly interna- 
tional against Syria. 

The sturdy defender cum 


MARCONI 


STALLIONS 


VS 


SYDNEY UNITED 


The Local Derby 
FRI 23 FEB 7.30PM 
@ MARCONI STADIUM 


Match Day Sponsor 
VITTORIA COFFEE 


ras 


PH 9823 2222 FOR INFO 


cia oe 


midfielder miss 
Marconi’s next a -match 
the following week against 
Sydney Olympic. 

Despite Marconi’s heavy 
loss last Sunday in Victoria, 
it has still managed to cling 
fo fifth spot on the League 
ladder. 

The rapidly improving 
Sydney United who had a 


bye last week-end, have 
scored 28 goals this season, 
just one less than Marconi. 

United sitting in seventh 
spot on the League ladder 
has always prove a tough 
opponent for their neigh- 
bouring Marconi. 

Marconi’s assistant Soccer 
Secretary, Mr Ross Musso, 
stated last night to ABSW: 
“Our loss last Sunday to 
South Melbourne was most 
embarrassing to say the least. 

“For Friday night against 
Sydney United , we just have 
to have far more commite- 
ment than what we showed 
against Souths. 


“Being a local derby, I’m 
sure that it will bring out the 
very best in our players,” 
ended Mr Musso. 


TICKETS AVAILABLE 
Grice Ee Te K 
OR AT THE GATE 
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BULLEEN LOSES 
GROUND, WINS GAME 


BULLEEN ZEBRAS .......3 
GREEN GULLY ..........0 


By Bert van Bedaf 


ulleen played its "home" match 
against Green Gully at Fawkner's 
Jukes Rd last Sunday, but it did 


pitch troubled several players, who ran into 
injuries. Bulleen’s Michael Mazzini_ suf- 
fered a back injury. 

"The club will be spending $10,000 to 
resurface the pitch, which will take three to 
four weeks," Bulleen committee member 
and spokesperson Pat Saladino said. 

It means Bulleen's home match against 
Altona Magic on March 5, will need to be 


ROUND 3 


PORT MELBOURNE ....4 
ALTONA MAGIC ......0 


ort Melbourne marched to its 

third win of the season and top 
Magic plunged to the bottom and 
into crisis after going down 4-0 to the 


rampant 
Reserve last Friday night. 


PORT PRODUCES OWN 


the season's first casualty in a weekend 
dust-up. 

He departed his post on Saturday. 
He was quickly replaced with Frank 
McGrellis on Sunday. A for- 
mer coach at Doncaster 
Rovers, assistant at 

Bulleen and briefly coach 
at Melbourne Raiders last 
season, McGrellis took 
charge of last night's 
training in preparation of 


sure 


By Bert van Bedaf 


of the ladder, while Altona 


Sharks at Anderson 


the second half. Zoran Tédorovski was 


Site 


MAGIC 


to equalise, but Jean Paul 


Knezevic saved off the line. Port 'keep- 
er Steve Wardle denied Slave 
Bozinovski, who also headed 


over the bar.,Orhan Katovik 
failed in front of goal before 
and after the break. 

Port produced nothing more 
until the 76th and 78th min- 
utes when Tsaltas completed 

his hat-trick to undo“ the 


the Zebras a world of good, beating the 
Cavaliers 3-0, 

Paul Della Rocca, evergreen Warren 
Spink and Danny 
Gnjidic 
thrashed the 
back-to-back 
champion, who 
is struggling for 
form and in 
seventh place. 

The match was. 
scheduled for last night 
at the Veneto Social Club 
ground, but Bulleen's pitch already had 
been declared unfit before last Monday 
week's scheduled home fixture against St 
Albans. A date is yet to be announced for 
that catch-up match to be 
played. ar 

A training 
venue during last 
year's Olympic 
football. match- 
es, the Veneto 
pitch is ailing 
from a fungus 
that has destroyed 
the surface, making 
it unplayable for sey- 
eral weeks and requiring home matches to 
be played elsewhere. 

Overworked during the Italian Cup, the 


after that," Saladino said. 


HEIDELBERG UNITED 


By George Koukeris 


Saturday night. 


belt. 


Kakos completed United's firepower. 


were also effective for the Royals. 


Victorian 
Premier League 


FRIDAY, 23RD FEBRUARY 

Altona Magic vs St Albans Saints Paisley Reserve 
U21: 6.15pm °¢ First Grade: 8.15pm 

Heidelberg Utd vs Altona East Phnx Olympic Park 

U21: 6.15pm ¢ First Grade: 8.15pm 


SATURDAY 24TH FEBRUARY 


South Dandenong vs Port Melb Sharks George Andrew Reserve 
U21: 4.00pm ¢ First Grade: 6.00pm 


; SUNDAY 25TH FEBRUARY 


Fawkner Blues vs Bulleen Zebras C.B. Smith Reserve 
U21: 4.00pm ° First Grade: 6.00pm 

Green Gully Cav vs Essendon Green Gully Reserve 
U21: 5.00pm « First Grade: 7.00pm 

Preston Lions vs Bentleigh Greens _ B.T. Connor Reserve 

U21: 4.00pm ¢ First Grade: 6.00pm 


For more information, log onto 
www.soccervictoria.org.au 
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played elsewhere. "But we should be back 


oooel 
ESSENDON ROYALS ......0 


‘eidelberg United continued its 
Hews" start to the season with 
a 1-0 victory over newcomers 
Essendon Royals at Epping Stadium last 


‘The win gives the Bergers their third on the 
trot with the scalp of last season's champions 
Green Gully Cavaliers also hanging from its 


Both sides started off well with the home 
side displaying the biggest surprises. 
Essendon's Robert Spence and Steven 
Tribuzio caused havoc among the United 
defence that had keeper Jim Kourtis question- 
ing the commitment displayed by his defend- 
ers. George Petrov and Anthony Barbieri 


United increased the tempo in the second 


half and gained more control. 


Damien Vojtek and George Georgiadis 
combined in midfield, but the forwards 


lacked co-ordination. 


with some very close encounters. 


Peter Ollerton’s outfit included Nick 
Lazarevski in the starting lineup for the first 
time this season, Alfonz Opazo and Peter 


Pt Melbourne Sharks 
(Nick Tsaltas 3, Peter Psarros) 


Essendon Royals 


Port Melbourne Sharks 
Heidelberg United 
Altona East Phoenix 
Green Gully Cavaliers 
Preston Lions 
Bentleigh Greens 
Dandenong Thunder 
Essendon Royals 
Fawkner Blues 
Altona Magic 

St. Albans Saints 
Bulleen Zebras 


Coach Harry Chalkitis is currently 
possessed with the Midas touch, while 
Altona coach Tim Bikicki became 


BERGERS DETHRONE ROYALS 


In 71st minute Len Catalano, who was cel- 
ebrating his 2Ist birthday, made a valiant 
effort on goal in a completely miss-judged 
counter attack by the Royals. United fans 
were dismayed to see the minnows coming up 


The breakthrough finally arrived in the 
81st minute, with Lazarevski putting the ball 
past Mark Digioacchino from a Vojtek cross, 
leaving the Royals yet to register a win, 


e TOP SCOREKS 
AETER ROUND 3 


e RESULTS 
ROUND 3 


Friday 16 February 2001 
4° Altona Magic 0 


Saturday 17 February 2001 
0 Heidelberg United 1 


VIC PREMIER 
LEAGUE LADDER 


(aFter Rounp 3) 
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Friday night's game against St Albans, 

The Sharks produced their own 
magic with a Nick Tsaltas hat-trick. He 
struck the net after 14 minutes, Peter 
Psarros fired on target, Altona ‘keeper 
Darren McGrath parried the shot and 
Tsaltas swooped finding the net on the 
rebound. 

Psarros struck the second 
goal, also on the rebound. 
Mitch Pino launched a long 
ball from midfield. Richard 
Watson had the shot. 
McGrath was again in its 
path, but Psarros made 
the most of the second 
bite. 

Altona seemed jinxed. It had a 
dozen attempts on goal and converted 
none, while Port created six chances 
and realised four. 

Magic deserted Altona entirely in 


last Sunday. 


half. 


(Nick Lazaarevski) - 
Bentleigh Greens 3 Dandenong 0 Juan Nilo opened the scor- 
Bulleen Zebras 3. Green Gully 0 ing after 63 minutes when 
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- Greens Steal 
Dandy’s Thunder 


tenders with a comfortable 
3-0 victory at home to a ten- 
men Dandenong Thunder 


‘Thunder came close at the 
break. Hugo Reyes’ 25-metre, 
injury time free kick struck 
the crossbar. It was the wake 
up call the Greens needed as 
they came to life in the second 


Tom Karapatsos struck a ven- 


oonmHmnNuuaoog 


Magic, The sending-off of defender 
Stiven Mrkela in the 89th minute had 
no bearing on the miserable outcome 
for Altona. 

Chalkitis remained level-headed, 
"We had a good start to the season with 
three wins. But winning three (games) 
in a row doesn't mean anything. We 
can also lose three in a row, 
We'll keep working away to 
stay in the top five for the 
finals," he said. 

Port will be without Nick 
Palamaris for several 
weeks with a groin injury. 
Bikicki stared the chop manfully in 
the face "I have no idea, where I am," 
he said. Altona fans already knew, 
openly declaring his sacking during the 
match. By Saturday night he had 
resigned. 


Player Club Goals 
Peter Psarros Port Melbourne Sharks 4 BENTLEIGH GREENS .3 — omous volley from 20 metres. 
Nick Tsaltas Port Melbourne Sharks 4 Nick Kalamaris parried it and 
Alfonso Opazo Heidelberg United 3 ale OEE Nilo tucked the ball under the 
John Dimitrelos Altona East Phoenix 2 By David Davutovic —**epeFonthe rebound. 
Ice Kutlesovski Green Gully Cavaliers 2 a aa eka Cai 
Nick Lazarevski Heidelberg United 2 entligh Greens con- Lewis vis bose ae i 
firmed their status as. Ahmet Gurpinar. Stelios 
serious title con- Drakos converted the spot 


kick for a 2-0 lead. 

Gurpinar received his 
marching orders in the 79th 
minute after a tackle from 
behind eamed him a second 
bookable offence, 

Bentleigh substitute Drew 
Laurence was posing prob- 
lems for the tiring Thunder 
defence and his 92nd minute 
cross reached an unmarked 
Nilo who rounded the keeper 
and slammed home his second 
goal for a 3-nil scoreline, 

Bentleigh coach Gary Cole 
was pleased with the victory, 
but questioned Dandenong's 
tactics, 

"We outplayed them and 
they competed physically. 
They kicked us around and if 
that's all they've got to offer, I 
think they will go down where 
they came from and so they 
should. I think they need to 
take a look at the way they 
play football," a frustrated 
Cole said. 

On the other hand he was 
full of praise for his new strike 
force of Craig Lewis and Juan 
Nilo. "They're both terrific at 
getting past players. 

They're both great finish- 
ers," Cole said. 


ROUND 14 


STALEMATE AT 
ELCONNEN 


By Gary Vandeburgt 


Belconnen ) 
Central Coast | 0 


Pietrukowski 
Zwangobani. 


Devils Steve Lazzari. 
was 29 min 


he Central Coast Coasties It 
secured a valuable away Belconnen created an opportunity to 


score and it was only the reflexes of 


point from their long bus 


and 


A minute later the Central Coast 
had claims for a penalty tumed down 
by Referee Chris Blaine after the ball 
bounced into the hand of the Blue 


trip to the Nation’s Capital 


they drew 0-0 with the Belconnen 
Blue Devils at West Belconnen 


Sports Ground on Saturday ni 
In a game that failed to reac! 


great heights with both sides creating 


a limited number of opportunit 


was the respective ‘keepers who were 


the 


hero's for their teams making sev- 


eral vital saves. Blue Devils 
Tony Giannasca and the 
Coasties Darren Moore dis- 
played all their skills in 
maintaining a clean sheet. 
Giannasca was called 
into the action after only 12 
minutes when he blocked a 
shot by Rod Hutchinson 
from close range, after he recei 


pass from Marcus Steele, which 
bisected Blue Devils defenders Lee 


Sutherland 
St George 
t George claimed south- 
ern Sydney bragging 
rights with a 3-1 victory 
over Sutherland 
Saturday night, 

The award of a spot kick 
after what appeared to be a 
clean tackle stunning Sharks 
players and fans alike. 
However Saints captain 
Michael Kladis ignored the 
controversy and coolly con- 
verted to give his team a one- 
goal margin. The Saints dou- 
bled their advantage on the 
stroke of half time when Czech 
import Mirek Bacek, despite 
having little angle to work 
with, unleashed a low hard 
shot into the far corner of the 
net, The Sharks hit back on 61 
minutes through a Nick 
Pizzano free kick but Angelo 
Peiratos restored his team’s 
two-goal margin a few minutes 
later allowing the Saints to run 
out comfortable winners, 


Parramatta 
Bonnyrigg 
arramatta Ea came. 
into this 
resounding win oyer the 


Ceptral Coast, ~ while 
Bonnyrigg were involved in 
high scoring draw against 
Leichhardt, Both Bonnyrigg 
and Parramatta have a reputa- 
tion for playing attacking foot- 
ball and this match was a good 


last 


when 


ight. 
h any 


With a greater share 


ies, it This was evident 


line by defer 


CENTRAL COAST Daley. 


°®) 
exper ' 


ved a 


scoring with 
Mauro’s comer. 
The Central Coast 


example. In the — end, 
Parramatta’s finishing won 
them the game, but the result 
could have easily gone either 
way. 


Leichhardt 5 


Canterbury 2 


eichhardt Tigers 
returned to form at 
home, with a 5-2 win 


a match, which was more 
competitive than the score- 
line suggested. 

Tt was 2-2 after a first half 
where the Tigers twice gave up 
the lead with goals from Borg 
and Bruni cancelled out by the 
Berries Kotsopoulos and then 
a Con Paradisis penalty on the 
stroke of half time. 


Moore that denied Jaime Mauro a 
goal after his shot was just tipped 
wide from 10 meters out. 


Belconnen started to look more dan- 
gerous in attack in the second half. 


minute when Oscar Zamora’s cross to 
the far post was met by a powerful 
diving header from Mark Jenkins, 

which was cleared off the 


In the 62nd minute the 
Blue Devils again beat 
Moore but this time it was 
the cross bar that prevent- 
ed Scott Manson from 


chance in the 71st minute when the 


Elliott 


utes before 


of possession 


in the Hth 


nder Mitchell 


ball fell to Hutchinson who was 
unmarked on the edge of the area but 
Zamora made good ground and 
blocked his shot with a sliding tackle, 

With five minutes remaining the 
game came alive when Coasties sub- 
Stitute Peter Leary sent a half volley 


aheader from 


had a good 


~ ROUND 14 
Blacktown City 5 Penrith Panthers 1 


‘Aschner 19m & 85m Riches 45m Sciberras 23m) 

Willard 73m pen, Tocca 90m) 

‘Sutherland St George 3 
(N. Pizzano 61m) (M, Kladis 17m (pen), M Bacek #4 
F A Petratos 65m) 

Belconnen 0 Central Coast 0 
Parramatta 2 Bonnyrigg 1 
(A Anderson 28m, A Mistiga 53m) (J. Mancino 15m) 
Leichhardt Cant.-Marrickville 2 
(Borg 24, 85m, Bruni 44m, (Kotsopoutos 33m Paradisis 45m 
La Rocca 66m pen, pen) 


‘Karavatakis 90m) 


FP SCORERS « 


AFTER ROUND 14 


° TO 


Cub _ Goals 
Darren Tocca Blacktown City Demons 14 
Steve Lazzari Belconnen Blue Devils 12 
Javier Mancino Bonnyrigg White Eagles 9 
Matthew Borg Leichhardt Tigers 8 
Adam Anderson Parramatta Eagles 8 


NSW 


Blacktown City 
Parramatta Eagles 
Bonnyriag 
Leichhardt 
Belconnen 
Central Coast 

St George 


Penrith 
Sutherland 


LEAGUE LADDER 


(AFTER Rounp 14) 


Canterbury-Marrickville 


PREMIER 


P 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 


Ww 
11 
10 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
5 
i 
14 Oo 


wsgartraguuce 


Belconnen’s exciting striker Scott Manson. 


rocketing towards 
the goal. However, 
Giannasca made a 
brilliant —_ diving 
save catching the 
ball cleanly before 
Taunching a counter 
attack when his 
long kick released 
Lazzari who's shot 
narrowly went 
wide. 

In the final minute 
| Belconnen should 
have scored the 
winning goal after 
aMichael 
*) Lemezina’s quick 
throw in found 
| Lazzari who 
crossed first time to 
Geoff Howarth on 
the edge of the six 
yard box but his 
mistimed shot trick- 
led wide leaving the 


scores locked at 0-0. 

Central Coast: Moore, Daley, Steele, Matthews, 
Hokin, Peatey (Brewer 80), Byrn, Ritch, Preston 
(Leary 70), Marshall, Hutchinson (Roper 73). 
Belconnen: Giannasca, Manson, Pietrukowsti, 
Unwin (Howarth 80), Maura (Rakic 71), Zamora, 
Lazzari, 
Gagetti, Lemezina 


Zwangobani, Jenkins (Cachia 87), 


NSW Premier League 


ler League] 


the ball fell nicely to Jimmy 
Aschner near the far post. His 
sweet side-footed-volley crash- 
ing into the net. 

Against the run of play. 
Penrith conjured up a majestic 
equaliser only four minutes 
fater when a half cleared attack 
saw the ball drop to Jason 
Sciberras some 25 yards out 
and his fierce, first-time strike 
cannoned of the post into the 
goal. 


Pei 


By Don O'Regan 


Tate flurry from the 
Blacktown City 
Demons saw them 


overcome their western 

ibours, Penrith Panthers: 
$-1 last Saturday at Gabbie 
Stadium, 

Two goals in the last three 
minutes finally underscored the A tye 
home team’s superiority and 
keeps City on track to success- 
fully defend their title 

First Grade Coach, Brian 
Brown, commented after the 
game, “It wasn’t a champagne 
performance considering we 
were playing a team near the 
bottom of the league cut it was 
a championship winning, pro- 
fessional performance. The 
boys did what they had to do to 
get the three points.” 

Doing what they have to do 
has been a feature of the record 
breaking Demons this season 
and is the main reason why 
they start as favourites in their 
matches. 

They were certainly the 
favourites in this game and 
opened up strongly, netting 
their first goal in the 18th 
minute following a free-kick 
from the left, Paul Dee curled 
his cross into the box, and 
although it cleared the heads of 
defenders and attackers alike, 


NSW Premier 


Demon's goalscorer 
Darren locca. 


‘This was just about the last 
meaningful chance that fell to 
Penrith as the Demons exerted 
their control over the proceed- 
ings and began racking up the 
goal attempts. A goal finally 
came on the stroke of half-time 
when Steve Riches bent his 
comer directly into the goal. 

A change of gealicepete for 
Penrith didn’t hinder the 
Blacktown onslaught as the 
champions scored three second 
half goals to Willard, Ashner 
and Tocca, burying the lowly 
Panthers to NSW Super League 
cellar. 


Under 19s: 5. 


Under 195; 5.00pm 


SATURDAY 24 FEBRUARY 
Central Coast Coasties v Sutherland Sharks. Pluim Park 


Bonnyrigg White Eagles v Belconnen Blue Devils Serbian Centre e 


Penrith Panthers v Leichhardt Tigers 
Under 19s: 5.00pm 


First Grade: 7.00pm 


First Grade: 7.00pm 
Andrews Road Park 


First Grade: 7.00pm 


Soccer news 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — FEBRUARY 20, 2001 


Catch up with all the latest news on the 
NSW Premier League and other NSW 


| ‘Soccer Saturday’ on 
Radio 2SER-FM (107.3) 
from 11am-12pm every Saturday 


WWW.soccernsw.com.au 


Official clothing 
supplier to NSWSF 


ib 
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SHANE WEBB: A BRAVE HEART 


By Mark Stavroulakis 


istorical club Sydney United is 

on the brink of extinction as the 

axe may fall on the side for next 
year’s National League. The club how- 
eyer won’t go down without a fight, and 
signs of making the top six this year are 
a plus for the side. 

Young Gun Shane Webb has figured in 
almost every game for United this year. 

The 20-year-old’s motto of ‘never giv- 
ing up’, is what has made him one of the 
finds of the season, 

‘The Revesby born lad started his foot- 
ball at the famous St George Budapest 
club where he had three solid seasons with 
the side. “Back then St George was a top 
side, with very big names playing for the 
first team. I captained the side from the 
U13 to ULS and I really enjoyed my stay 
there,” said Webb. 

Right after his final season in the 15’s 
for the Saints, Shane embarked on memo- 
rable trial for the then English second divi- 
sion club Stockport County, 

"A friend-of my father was a huge fan 
for the club in England and organized a 3 
month trial for myself. It was a great expe- 
fience as I trained with the reserve and 
first grade side and saw first hand how 
professional soccer is overseas. Stockport 
isa small town just outside of Manchester, 
so everyone was close and supported the 
club through and through,” said the former 
St George junior.” 

The youngster returned from his 3- 
month sojourn and decided to play in the 


Shane Webb - Sydney United's young defender. 


Bankstown local Premier League for three - 


years. “I spent three years in the local 
league and I thought it taught me the tough 
side of the game. It wasn’t high-level soc- 
cer but it kept me in the game. After the 
three years had passed, we had played a 


League side Penrith. Again, determina- 
tion and the will to go further in his 

‘soccer career paid off for the youngster 
in yet another trial match. “While 

T was at Penrith, we had a friendly 
against Sydney United, Alan Hunter asked 
me to come down and trial for the club and 
then couple of weeks into this National 
League season, United signed me on a 1- 
year-deal with a second year option, It was 
amazing, being a professional is great and 
I’'mreally enjoying it. We train 4-5 times a 
week, tactical and technical work some- 
thing that I was not used to in my earlier 
years,” said the number 19. 

Shane made his debut for United this 
year in Round 5 against the Brisbane 
Strikers at home in which they drew one- 

I. “It was a great feeling playing the 
National League against top opposition, I 
played 78 minutes and that day was really 
hot, Players like Genc and Awaritefe real- 
ly helped me out before the match, giving 
me the confidence | needed to play well,” 
said the Left wing back. 

With ten National League matches 
under his belt, his distinctive figure has 
fared in Sydney United's last 8 matches. “I 
really am enjoying my football at United 
and { know with more hard work the side 
will be semi-final material. We have been 
playing quality football the past two 
weeks, the team.is also a close-knit one, so 
everyone plays for each other. Our squad 
boasts some quality players, and also has. a 
class managerial side as well. Alan Hunter 

~is a great coach, he was the one that gave 
me my shot at National League. Although 


friendly match against NSW First 
Division side Manly Warringah. { really 
impressed the coach Tony Pezzano and he 
signed me as a 19 year-old, said Webby’. 

After his year stint with Manly, Webb's 
plans were to play for NSW Super 


in his first season at coaching, Alan’s 
doing a great job and hopefully by the end 
of the season we fare in the top six,” said 
the 20-year-old. 

One aspect that Untied have worked 
well this season is its use of youngsters 
towards the first team squad. “Youth is 
very important to United this year, and 
Alan Hunter is giving as many youngsters 
the opportunity to display their skills on 
the National League stage. Players like 
Deur, Arrarte, Olic, Talevski are all under 
the age of 21, and they have figured in 
much of the National League season,” said 
Webb . 

This young ‘Braveheart's’ ambition this 
season is to try and establish a first team 
spot and to play consistently for the club. 
Also to try and crack that elusive top six 
spot. 

Sydney United might be a side that ison 
the verge of extinction, but Webb believes 
that the side should figure in next year’s 
National League. “The club has been one 
of the founders of Australian soccer. With 
great facilities, supporters and also pro- 
ducing some of the best talent in past years 
United are a team that must stay next 
year,” said the former Sir Joseph Banks 
High Student. 

Shane Webb has come from nowhere to 
playing in the National League. His will to 
play the game has made him one. of the, 
finds of the season, and with time, who 
knows where this youngster can end up 
playing? 
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Peninsula Blues 
Eastern Pride 
Fawkner Blues 
South Dandenong 
Carlton 


Nick Waite 
Denis Mustac 
Brett Cunningham, 
Viktor Memett 
Daniel Debeve 
Aref El Dib 
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Peninsula Hues 


Green Gully Cavaliers 
Albury Wodonga 


Preston Lions 
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Vasko Riskovski after 68 minutes. 


South Melb Eagles : 


Northern Spirit .....2 


By Roy Hay Preston deserved oe ois snd al ROUND 17 
effort. 
beeen | eaaeciions RESULT: 


Melbourne Knights Academy had a 
single goal victory over the South 
Melbourne Eagles Academy at Knights 
‘Stadium on Friday. Sam Kalakias was 
bearing down on goal when he was 
upended by the South’s keeper, who 
received a red card, Kalakias got up to 
put away the resultant penalty in the 24th 
minute. It was a tough, no holds barred 
game, in which the Knights Academy 
just held on for its win. Ante Cirjak, 
Kalakias and Haris Vrbovac were once 
again excellent in midfield for the 
Knights, 

Peninsula Blues 3 
Preston Lions 1 

Peninsula Blues got away to an excel- 
lent start against Preston Lions, but fell 
away in the second half as the young 
Lions came back leaving the final score 
at 3-1 to the Blues. Mark Elvin scored 
after only two minutes, then Carlo 
Malina made it two in ten. Nick Waite 
put away a penalty kick after half.an hour 
but from then on the Blues play deterio- 
rated. 

In the second half Preston made a 
game of it, testing first gamer Kieran 
Mclyor in the Blues goal. The sixteen 
year old had an excellent game and was 
not at fault for Preston’s goal scored by 


Albury-Wodonga 0 
Easter Pride put six goals past 
Albury Wodonga at Mobil Stadium with- 
‘out reply on Saturday. The goals came at 
regular intervals from six different play- 
ers starting with Tony Pardo after 13 
minutes, Leo Trebbia with a forty-metre 
screamer in 23 minutes in the first half. 
Matt McDermott made it three two 
minutes after the break, then Denis 
Mustac’s twelfth of the season in 63 was 
followed by Ross Duckworth in 67 and 


Simon Webster in 70. The Warriors | Eastern Pride 6 (Tony Pardo, Leo 
fought the match out tothe end but onthe rebbia Denke 
day were no match forthe league leaders. Roem reece 
WIS 4 Green Gully 4 .q Simon Webster) Albury-Wodonga 0 
Green Gully drew one-all at Grange | VIS 1 (Brendan Beni) Green Gully 1 


Reserve on Saturday. Both goals came in 
the first three minutes, with the VIS tak- 
ing the lead in 90 seconds through 
Brendan Beni and Dean Vasic replying 
for Green Gully a minute fater. It was an 
excellent game in hot conditions with 
both sides going all out to win, but nei- 
ther could score again. 

South Melbourne plays Fawkner 
Blues on Monday night and the Bulleen 
Zebras take on South Dandenong on 
Wednesday. Melbourne Knights had the 
bye this week. 


ALS. 
Parramatta Power 


Friday 16 February 2001 


Melbourne Knights Academy 1 
{Sam Kalakis) South Melbourne 
Eagles Acad 0 


Peninsula Blues 3 (Mark Elvin, Carlo 
Malina, Nick Waite) Preston Lions 1 


(Vasko Ristovski) 


= (Dean Vasic) 


(Bob Jane Stadium, 7 pm) 


‘Wednesday 21 February 2001 
Bulleen Zebras v South Dandenong 


Veneto Clab, 7 pm) 


Bye » Melbourne KnightsSouthern 


inited 


Saturday 17 February 2001 


Monday 19 February 2001 
South Melbourne y Fawkner Blues: 


OU Roo Ne BOER 


ROUND 18 
ee 


y ‘february 
Bulleen Zebras v South Dandenong, 
(Veneto Club, 7 pm) 


Sunday 25 February 2001 
South Melbourne Eagles Academy v 
‘ Eastern Pride, 
(Keilor Park Reserve, Spm)... 
Melbourne Knights v South — 
> Melbourne 
Knights Stadium, 4 pm) 
Albury-Wodonga v V. 1. S. 4:00pm, 
_ (Greenfield Park, 4 pm) 
South Dandenong v Green Gully, 
(George Andrews Reserve, 4 pm) 


Wednesday 28 February 2001 
Bulleen Zebras v Peninsula Blues, — 
(Veneto Club, 7 pm) 


Bye v Melbourne Knights Academy 
Bye v Preston Lions 
Bye v Fawkner Blues 


SOOO) Unt 


PUT RESIS OU FOS LE ae aA 


RUMMENIGGE BLASTS FIFA, UEFA 


ayern Munich vice- 
B president Karl- 
Heinz Rummenigge 
has criticised governing 
bodies FIFA and UEFA 
and the European Union 
for the way they are han- 
dling Soccer matters. 

“T see a dark future for 
football,” Rummenigge, the 
former West German inter- 
national and now an influen- 
tial member of the G-14 
lobby group representing the 


top European clubs, said. 

“The reason for this wor- 
rying evolution should not 
be looked for on the pitches 
but at FIFA and UEFA, who 
have been busy promoting 
their own events and creat- 
ing meaningless competi- 
tions such as the world club 
championship, and also at 
the European Union, who 
are responsible for great 
damages through the 


Bosman ruling,” he added. 


ee 


David Beckham: Not quitting Manchester United. 


MIDDLESBROUGH CRASH 
OUT OF FA CUP 


irst Division 

Wimbledon knocked 

premier league 
Middlesbrough out of the FA 
Cup with a 3-1 extra time 
victory in their fourth round 
replay last week. 

Wimbledon, who also beat 
“Boro in the League Cup in 
October, trailed to a Hamilton 
Ricard goal but took the game 
into extra time with a Neal 
Ardley penalty 12 minutes 
from time. 

Jason Buell got the second 
four minutes into the extra 
period. 

Middlesbrough were 
reduced to 10 men when Ugo 
Ehiogu was sent off after 97 
minutes — his second dis- 
missal in only 17 matches with 
“Boro since his eight million 
pounds move from Aston Villa 
last October. 

Jonathan Hunt — then 
wrapped up the win with a 
112th minute strike to inflict a 
first defeat in 13 games on 
Terry Venables’ team, 

‘The original fourth round 
match at the Riverside was a 
dour goalless draw and there 
was little to suggest a different 
outcome in a poor opening 45 
minutes. 

But with half-time beckon- 
ing ‘Boro went ahead when 
Colombian Ricard curled in a 
superb shot from the edge of 
the box, 

Wimbledon, 11th in the first 
division after being relegated 


from the premier league last 
Season, stepped up the pace in 
the second half and got their 
deserved equaliser in the 76th 
minute after Ehiogu was 
penalised for pulling down 
Euell and Neal Ardley confi- 
dently blasted the spot kick 
into the roof of the net. 


“The people in charge at 
FIFA, UEFA and the 
European Union have no 
idea and don’t want to take 
any responsibility.” 

Rummenigge was speak- 
ing as Europe’s “soccer fam- 
ily” appeared in disarray, 
less than 24 hours before a 
summit aimed at overhaul- 
ing the sport's transfer sys- 
tem. 

The European Union’s 
executive Commission says 


OVER TRANSFER CHAOS 


the current system of in-con- 
tract transfers breaks EU 
laws on the freedom of 
movement of workers in the 
bloc’s Single Market. 

After months of often tor- 
tuous negotiation world gov- 
ering body FIFA, European 
soccer’s UEFA and the play- 
ers’ union FIFPro are at odds 
over a system that would 
meet Brussels’ demands and 
stand close scrutiny under 
EU law. 


Rummenigge also said he 
regretted the times when 
German Bundesliga matches 
were all played on Saturday 
afternoons and not spread 
out from Friday to Sunday 
like they are now. 

“My dream would be to 
have all games on Saturdays 
at 1530 like we used to but 
T'mafraid we can’t spin back 
the wheel of time,” he said. 

an 


we 


Karl-Heinz Rummenigge: Angry over players’ 
transfer stalemate, 


BECKHAM TO STAY AT MAN. UTD 


avid Beckham will not leave Manchester 
D=« when his current contract expires in 
two years, his father has said, 

‘The midfielder has been tipped by newspapers for 
a move to a large Spanish or Italian club but Ted 
Beckham told the Manchester Evening News: “David 
is going nowhere because he loves United too much. 

“Perhaps at a later stage of his career he might con- 
sider playing abroad. I think most English players 
must wonder what it’s like to play in Italy or Spain. 

“But his attitude when I last spoke to him about his 
future was; “Where do you go when you leave a club 
like United?” 


SAYS DAD 


“From a career point of view, you want to be play- 
ing for the best — andin David's eyes, United are the 
best.” 

Beckham senior also commented on newspaper 
claims that his 25-year-old son was demanding a 
100,000 pounds a week to extend his Old Trafford 
contract. 

He added: “David telephoned me to say he had 
read a newspaper story saying he had agreed a new 


contract worth 30 million pounds over the next five 
years. 

“He was really upset and the truth is that David 
hasn't spoken once to anyone at Old Trafford about a 
new contract. 

“Of course he will get round to discussing a new 
contract in due course because he wants to stay —and 
Thave no doubt he will be looking for parity with the 
other top earners in the team, 

“That is only right and proper. But stories that he 
will be demanding a ridiculous wage are exactly that 
— ridiculous.” 


MARTYN, LEEDS’ GOALIE, NOT FOR SALE 


Peter Hawkins cross to put 
Wimbledon ahead and seconds 
later Ehiogu was sent off after 
a clash with Mark Williams. 

Hunt made sure of the win 
when his long shot bounced 
awkwardly past Australian 
Mark Schwarzer in the “Boro 
goal. 


ngland and Leeds 
| a Nigel 

Martyn is not for 
sale, his club chairman 
Peter Ridsdale has said 
Newspaper reports sug- 
gested that Liverpool 
manager Gerard Houllier 
was preparing a 5 million 
pounds ($7.28 million) bid 


for Martyn to replace his the market of buying, sto- _O’Leary, requires.” 
current Dutch number ries are appearing that we Martyn, who recently 
one Sander Westerveld. are selling players. won his place back in the 
But in a statement to the “At the moment I am Leeds team at the expense 
club’s official website, stunned about any specula- of Paul Robinson after 


Ridsdale said; “There has 
been no bid and we are not 
in the business of selling 
our first team players, 
“Now that we are not in 


tion about any player. We 
do not envisage anyone 
leaving the club before we 
take stock in the summer as 
to what the manager, David 


Euell then met a superb 


LEEDS’ CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 
FIGHTBACK THRILLS O’LEARY 


David O'Leary: Leeds coach. 


| eeds manager David 

O'Leary praised his side 

for defying the critics 
after they moved a step nearer 
the quarter-finals of the 
Champions League with a 2-1 
win over Anderlecht last week, 

O'Leary said: “We keep defying 
them and we've now got six 
points. The adventure can contin- 
ue.” 

Despite dominating the play 
Leeds went behind to a beautifully 
crafted goal by Alin Stoica in the 
62nd minute but fought their way 
back into the game through Ian 
Harte’s free-kick 12 minutes later. 

“When they scored the goal it 
came out of the blue,” O'Leary 
added. 

“We had enjoyed all the pres- 
sure and then we gave a silly goal 
away. It was poor defending by us 


and he walked the ball into the net. 

“But we got our game going 
again and came back with a won- 
derful free-kick from Ian Harte 
and I was delighted for Lee 
Bowyer al the end,” 

Bowyer had spent the day in 
court, where — in an on-going 
trial — he is accused of being 
involved in an alleged incident at a 
nightclub, and only arrived to join 
the team hours before the kick-off. 

Anderlecht manager Aime 
Anthuenis refused to write off his 
side’s chances of qualifying for 
the quarter-finals despite the 
defeat. 


draw would have been a fairer 
result.” 

Anthuenis also attacked his 
defence for failing to set-up more 
than a three-man wall when Tan 
Harte scored from a free-kick. 

He added: “Why we only had 
three-men is a good question and 1 
don’t know the answer. It is some- 
thing I keep asking myself as 
well.” 

Leeds continuing good form in 
the competition has surprised 
many pundits who expected them 
to go out at the first stage after 
being drawn with Barcelona and 
AC Milan. 


missing 22 games through 
injury, retained the jersey 
for last week's Champions 
League fixture against 
Anderlecht at Elland Road. 


He said: “We still have three Many also tipped Real Madrid 
games to go and there is plenty to and Lazio to dominate the second 
happen yet. But I’m disappointed phase group, but with Leeds now B 
with this defeat. Leeds were no in second place, they look 
better than us. They only created favourites to join Real Madrid in Nigel Martyn: Leeds’ 
three or four chances and think a _ the last eight. goalie. 
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CHAMPIONS 


OPEAN CHAMPIONS LEAGUE .2.. 


Fabien Barthez kept Manchester United 
inthe game with crucial saves. 


Sturm Graz 
Mario Haas 60, 
Tomislav Kocijan 85 - 

Halftime: 0-0; Attendance: 16,500 


2 Panathinaikos =O. 


Manenester Utd 0 


Galatasaray 1 
Suat Kaya 11 
Halftime: 1-0; Att: 19,000 


Deportivo Coruna 0 


AC Milan 1 Paris St Germain 
Leonardo 27 Nicolas Anelka 30 
Red card: Roque Junior (AC Milan) 42 
Halftime: 1-1; Att: 50,043 


Table 
Galatasaray 3° 2henl 
AC Milan Suef” 2 
Deportivo Coruna 3 1 O 
Paris StGermain 3 0 1 


Past Results: 


‘AC Milan 2 
Paris St Germain1 


Galatasaray 
Deportivo Coruna 


Wednesday, December 6 
Deportivo Corunad AC Milan 1 
Galatasaray 1 Paris St Germain 0 


Remaining Fixtures: 
Tuesday, February 20 
Deportivo Coruna v Galatasaray 
Paris St Germain v AC Milan 


Wednesday, March 7 
Galatasaray v AC Milan 
Deportivo Coruna v Paris St Germain 


Tuesday, March 13 
AC Milan v Deportivo Coruna 
Paris St Germain v Galatasaray 


PSG's Ibrahim Cisse in action against 
AC Milan. 
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GROUP B||GROUP € GROUP | ) 


Arsenal goalkeeper, David Seaman cel- 
ebrating victory over Lyon, 


Olympique Lyon 0 Arsenal 
Thierry Henry 58 
HT: 0-0; Att: 42,000 


2 ene i 
atympiaue Lyon 3. Spartak Moscow 


Real Madrid 3 Lazio 2 
Fernando Morientes 32 Hernan Crespo 4 
Ivan Helguera 82, Guerino Gottardi 84 
Luis Figo 88pen 

HT: 1-1; Att: 75,000 


Leeds United 
Jan Harte 74, 
Lee Bowyer 86 

HT: 0-0; Att: 36,064 


2 Anderlecht 


Alin Stoica 65 


Real Madrid 
Leeds United 
Anderlecht 

Lazio 


ooco 
anso 
nDuwe 
aowe 
ouae 


Past Results; 


Leeds United 
Anderlecht 


0 
it 


Real Madrid 
Lazio 


/ 


Lazio 
Real Madrid 


0 Leeds United 
4 ~~ Anderlecht 


Remaining Fixtures: 
Wednesday, February 21 
Lazio v Real Madrid 
Anderlecht v Leeds United 


Tuesday, March 6 
Real Madrid v Leeds United 
Lazio v Anderlecht 


Wednesday, March 14 
Leeds United v Lazio 
Anderlecht v Real Madrid 


Top two in each group qualify for the 
quarter-finals. 


Steve McManaman, who played a big 
role in Real Madrid’s win on the night. 


| jormer Brazil interna- 
tional defender Junior 
Baiano was banned 
for 120 days last week after 
testing postive for cocaine. 
But the Vasco da Gama 
player, who was ever present 
for Brazil at the 1998 World 
Cup in France, proclaimed his 
innocence after hearing the 
decision of a Brazilian sports 
disciplinary tribunal. 

“I'm a victim because I 
don’t use cocaine or any 
drug,” said Junior Baiano, 
who has had an often turbulent 
career and has not played for 

; his country since the last 
World Cup. 

“In any case, my  con- 

science is clear,” he said, “I'll 
just look on this as another 
hurdle to clear, I've done a lot 


BAIANO BANNED 
FOR DRUG ABUSE 


for Brazilian football,” he 
said, 

Baiano, who won the last of 
his 24 international caps. in 
Brazil’s 3-0 World Cup final 
defeat against France, failed 
the doping test following the 
replayed second leg of the 
Joao Havelange Cup final 
between Vasco da Gama and 
Sao Caetano on January 18. 

When the result of the test 
was announced two weeks 
ago, he claimed he was a vic- 
tim of sabotage and hinted that 
somebody may have spiked 
his drink or food in the days 
before the match, 

Baiano’s which 
began with Va rch-rivals 
Flamengo, has been peppered 
with problems. 

He was once sacked by 


German club Werder Bremen 
for punching an opponent and 
earning a 10-match ban as a 
result. 

Although he played in 
every match in the last World 
Cup, Baiano, full name 
Raimundo Ferreira Ramos 
Junior, often looked shaky and 
afier his return home he was 
greeted with chants of “Junior 
Baiano sank Brazil” by rival 
fans during matches for 
Palmeiras, his club at the time. 

He joined Vasco one year 
and one month ago and has 
already been sent off three 
times for his new club. He has 
already served 15 days of the 
sentence as an automatic 30- 
day ban was applied when the 
result of the test was 
announced, 


VES HOS 


rene! Sie eee 


FERGUSON TIPS 


ENGLISH, 
CLUBS FOR CUP GLORY 


anchester United 
manager Sir Alex 
Ferguson —_pre- 


dicted more success for 
English and Spanish clubs 
after watching his side 
claim a goalless draw with 
Valencia in their 
Champions League Group 


A clash last week, 
Wednesday. 
United, the 1999 


European champions, had to 
be on their guard against 
Valencia, beaten in last sea- 
son’s final by Real Madrid, 
as the home side attacked 
with everything they had at 
the start of the second half. 

Ferguson's team succeed- 
ed in following Leeds 
United and Arsenal in claim- 
ing positive results from the 
first round of Champions 
League matches after the 
winter break, 

“T'm pleased with the 
result tonight,” —_ said 
Ferguson, whose side stay 
top of Group A, two clear of 
Valencia in second, 

“T'm satisfied to-be lead- 
ers with seven points. 

‘cl was pleased with the 


way we defended, We were 


eorge Best left hospital 

in Northern Ireland last 
treatment for pneumonia, 

Best's manager said earlier that 


he had responded well to treatment 
and was “100 per cent better,” 


minders met the former 
Manchester United player and Sky 
week after 10 days of TV pundit at the hospital. 


They gave photographers the 
slip, whisking him away in the 
back of a vehicle with darkened 
windows, local media reported. 


ing,” a spokeswoman for Belfast 
City Hospital confirmed later. 
Best, 54, has been dogged by 
ill-health in recent years. 
Last March he was rushed to 
hospital with liver problems and 
doctors advised him to stay off 


well organised throughout 
the game and managed to 
close down the shookng of 
Gaizka Mendieta.” 


United's draw — with 


Valencia followed a 1-0 win 


SPANISH 


against Anderlecht in a good 
week for premier league 
sides. * 

“I thought the Leeds 
result was very good after 
they were behind in the 
game for so long, 

“Arsenal also did well, 
although their game was 
maybe not so hard. 

“Maybe ourselves and the 
Spanish sides are just at the 
point where we're starting to 
do well,” 

Ferguson put the high 
entertainment factor of the 
match down to the poor 
playing conditions during 
the match, which was played 
under heavy rain. 

“Tt was very heavy and 
passing was difficult,” he 
said. “The imprecision 
meant the game was more 
exciting.” 

Valencia coach Heétor 
Cuper also praised the 
United defence and 
promised them another 
tough battle in the rematch 
next week, 

“The game at Old 
Trafford will be very simi- 
lar,” said Cuper, 

“We played a great game 
against a greattide tonight, 

“T have the feeling we 
could have won but we 
lacked a cutting edge. 

“T still believe we have 
every chance of qualifying 


7 George Best; Recuperating 
from pneumonia. 


m= EURO TRANSFER TALKS 
EDGE NEARER AGREEMENT 


he European Commission and 

I soccer’s governing bodies 

have moved closer to agree- 

ment on a new transfer system that 
will meet EU legal requirements, 

But key sticking points remain, pri- 
marily over how long players should 
have to honour their contracts with 
clubs. 

Both sides agreed to extend a Friday 

deadline for a deal to be completed 
until the end of the month. 
- The Commission says the present 
system of allowing clubs to sell in-con- 
tract players for a transfer fee is against 
EU law because it denies players the 
freedom of movement that most work- 
ers int the 15-nation bloc have as a 
right, 

After almost three hours of talks — 
attended by FIFA president Sepp 
Blatter, UEFA president Lennart 
Johansson and EU Commissioners 
Mario Monti, Anna Diamantopolou 
and 

Viviane Reding — Monti told 
reporters a partial deal had been 
reached. 

3 “AL...the highest level, the European 


Best’s wife Alex and several 


Commission, FIFA and UEFA firmly 
cemented an agreement on a significant 
number of issues related to the FIFA 
rules on the international transfers of 
footballers,” he said. 

‘The European season will have fixed 
periods when players can be trans- 
ferred and contracts will be set at 
between one and five years, stopping 
players from switching clubs twice ina 
season. 

“We are near a solution which would 
be beneficial for the whole world of 
football and which ... would enhance 
the quality of the game,” said FIFA 
president Sepp Blatter, 

FIFA and UEFA, the games’ govern- 
ing bodies, accept the need for change 
but have been at odds with players’ 
union FIFpro over how to amend the 
system so it stands EU legal scrutiny. 

Monti said there were three out- 
standing issues to be resolved — how 
fo protect young players, how to 
penalise the unilateral breaking of a 
player's contract, and how to calculate 
compensation when one club buys a 
young player from another. 

“There was a firm political commit- 


“He left the hospital this mom- alcohol forever, 


ment to find a final compromise before 
the end of February,” Monti said. 
Belgian second division side 
Denderleeuw could be one of hundreds 
of small European clubs at risk if they 
cannot recoup the money spent on find- 
ing and training young players. 

“When you have a good team, first 
division clubs watch your games every 
week,” coach Denis Asselman told 
Reuters Television. 

“Six players we trained are now 
playing for first division clubs. It’s 
extremely difficult, building a team is 
impossible.” 

Brussels is pushing for the issue to 
be resolved as Belgian lawyers want 
the European Court of Justice to rule 
next month on whether the current 
transfer system is legal. 

‘That pressure has been prompted by 
the case of Tibor Balog, a Hungarian 
player who claims he could not move 
from Belgian club Charleroi because 
prospective buyers were put off by the 
high asking price set by the club. 


for the next round.” 7 


for Arsenal against Lyon and 
a 2-1 success for Leeds 


BATISTUTA LEFT OUT OF 
ARGENTINA, 
ates 


ITALY FRIENDLY 


rgentina’s top striker Gabriel 

Batistuta was surprisingly 

Jeft out of the national team 
squad named last week for this 
month's friendly away to Italy, 

Argentine media speculated that 
Batistuta, who has been controversially 
dumped by his country on several occa- 
sions in the past, had been left out at the 
request of his Ttalian club side AS 
Roma. 

The 17-man squad includes seven 
players based in Italy, six based in 
Spain, two in France, one in England, 
one in Brazil and none in Argentina 
itself. 

Goalkeepers - German Burgos 


(Celta) 

Defenders - Walter Samuel (AS 
Roma), Roberto Ayala (Valencia), 
Nelson Vivas (Arsenal), Mauricio 
Pochettino (Paris St Germain), Juan 
Pablo Sorin (Cruzeiro) 

Midfielders ~ Javier Zanetti (Inter 
Milan), Diego Simeone (Lazio), Matias 
Almeyda (Parma), Juan Sebastin Veron 
(Lazio), Cristian Gonzalez (Valencia), 
Gustavo Lopez (Celta), Pablo Aimar 


(Real Mallorca), Pablo Cayallero” 


“If there’s no deal by the end of the Z s ee Marcelo Gallardo 
month, we'll have to rule on the current apie] Batistuta: Surplus to Argentina's Forwards - Heman Crespo (Lazio), 
system,” one Commission source said. requirements. Julio Cruz Bologna) 
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RUSSONIANT 


fier 18 rounds of the Serie A the ladder had 

seven teams within three points of each other, 
} Milan, Perugia, Parma, Fiorentina, Udinese, 
Inter and Bologna are the teams in question. 

‘The most surprising of this lot is surely little Perugia, | 
| Sere: Cosmi, who had no previous experience in the } 
| Serie A, coaches them. | 
| ‘Their President, Luciano Gaucci, is often a big hin- 
|| drance to their success and their team has no real stars. | 
| However, despite all that, little Perugia ‘are up there with | 
| some of the big boys in mid table. 

The middle of the Serie A table is often very interest- 
|| ing because these teams have no chance of taking the 
ttle and they are highly unlikely to be relegated either. 

‘The only thing to play for is a place in Europe and in 
| the UEFA Cup most likely. ‘The other teams that are 
| mentioned are also an interesting lot. Fiorentina, 
| Bologia. and Udinese ne ‘expected to be there at 


‘captain Paolo | 
smetrio Albertini, are the only | 
others in their team include 


lem: that this Sara has 
d ir usual self. 


the See of. ee Guidolin, 
coached by Gigi De Canio, have both 
Ives as middle of the table teams in 


Id have been only 18 Terai | 
ade his Serie A debut for Bologna } 
the Arsenal 


ihe son of former Fiorentina, AC Milan en 
alkeeper, Giovanni Galli, Galli 


‘night goalkeeper’ and hence | 
the European Cup matches but Andrea 
the ‘day goalkeeper” “and hence 
‘matches. Incredible really but 
yf that one! 
ited son has stunned the world of } 
f sympathies are with the Galli 
id time. 


| italian football 
| family during this 


ATALANTA 1 
VICENZA 1 


talanta drew their 
fourth home match of 
the season. 

Nicola Ventola put the 
home side ahead five min- 
utes before halftime, firing 
home a fine through ball 
from Domenico Morfeo. 
Vicenza drew level as 
Vincenzo Sommese scored 
his third goal of the season 
in the 70th minute. Atalanta 
remained fourth. 


BARI 0 
JUVENTUS 1 


fl Peete won their fifth 
away match of the year. 
In-form Alessandro Del 
Piero scored his fourth of 
the season with a fine chip 
over Bari goalkeeper Jean- 
Francois Gillet in the 81st 
minute. Juventus remained 
six points behind leaders 
AS Roma. 

Struggling Bari Jost for a 
league high 13th time and 
stayed bottom with 12 
points from 19 matches. 


REGGINA 1 
FIORENTINA 1 


nrico Chiesa scored his 

10th goal of the season 
for Fiorentina after 11 min- 
utes, Reggina equalised on 
the stroke of halftime with a 
rocket from well outside 
the box by midfielder 
Andrea Zanchetta, his first 
goal in Italy’s top flight. 


Inter Milan midfielder, Luigi Di Biaggio tangles with Napoli defender, Jose 
Mamede. 


Fiorentina drew for the 
seventh time away this sea- 
son. Reggina stayed second 
from bottom, three points 
ahead of Bari. 


PARMA 3 
BRESCIA 0 


Bat five-match 
unbeaten ended with. 
African footballer of the 
year Patrick Mboma slid 
home a Marco Di Vaio 
cross in the 54th minute to 
give Parma the lead. 
Sergio Conceicao fin- 


Gianluca Commotto of Bologna (behind) attempts 
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to stop AC Milan striker, Francesco Coco. 


ished off a nice Parma play 
with a strike of his own in 
the 66th minute before sel- 
dom-used Brazilian defend- 
er Junior rounded out the 
scoring 10 minutes from 
time. 

Parma moved fifth while 
Brescia remained sixth 
from bottom. 


AC MILAN 3 
BOLOGNA 3 


Die" Luigi Sala’s 
injury time goal, his 
first for AC Milan, helped 
salvage a draw for strug- 
gling Alberto Zaccheroni’s 
side. 

Andriy Shevchenko took 
advantage of poor Bologna 
defending to score two 
quick goals, giving AC 
Milan the lead at halftime. 

Bologna bounced back in 
the second half as Giacomo 
Ciprini, in his first Serie A 
start, scored two goals. 
Giuseppe Signori celebrat- 
ed his 33rd birthday by 
putting the visitors ahead in 
the Bist minute. 
Shevchenko now has 15 
goals this season, highest in 
Serie A. 


PERUGIA 0 
LAZIO 1 


azio achieved a club 

record fifth consecutive 
away win. 

Diego Simeone’s goal 
two minutes from time 
helped Lazio keep pace 


with leaders AS Roma and 


second-placed Juventus. 
Lazio remained unbeaten in 


the league under manager 


Dino Zoff, winping five 
and drawing one, 


AS ROMA 1 
LECCE 0 


eaders AS Roma won 
their fourth consecutive 
league match and 14th of 
the season. 
-~ Argentine —_, defender 
Walter Samuel scored his 
first league goal for Roma, 
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heading home a Vincent 
Candela cross in the 69th 
minute. Roma remained six 
points clear of Juventus and 
eight ahead of Lazio. 


UDINESE 2 
VERONA. 1 


dinese won their ninth 
match of the season. 
Italy international Stefano 
Fiore opened the scoring 
with his fifth strike of the 
year in the 39th minute, 
Christian Diaz scored his 
first league goal for 
Udinese in the 55th minute, 
blasting home a cross by 
Fiore. Massimo Oddo 
pulled one back for Verona 
with a penalty 11. minutes 
from time. 


NAPOLI‘4 
INTER MILAN 0 


razilian midfielder 
Matuzalem scored his 
first Serie A goal with a 
bullet of a shot from outside’ 
the area in the 54th minute 
but was then immediately 
sent off for celebrating by 
taking off his shirt. 
Matuzalem had been 
booked earlier in the match 
and, under a controversial 
rule introduced this season, 
shirt removal is a bookable 
offence in Italy. Napoli held 
on with 10 men for a 
deserved victory against a 
lacklustre Inter side who 
are now only five points 
clear of the relegation zone. 


Wh AA oO IR Oe 4 


Thierry Henry (right) of Arsenal goes past Chelsea defender John Terry. 


WYCOMBE 2 
WIMBLEDON 2 
he first professional meeting 
between the two former non- 
league clubs was a classic, 
second diyision Wycombe fighting 
back from 2-0 down to draw. 

Mark Williams put Wimbledon 
ahead with a powerful header from a 
comer after 32 minutes and a first 
career goal for Patrick Agyemang 
made it 2-0 just before halftime. 

Wycombe, in the fifth round for 
the first time, pulled one back with a 
deflected shot by Michael Simpson 
and Steve Brown scrambled in the 
80th minute equaliser following a 
free kick just six metres from the line. 

Tt was a sweet moment for 
Wycombe boss Lawrie Sanchez, the 
man who scored Wimbledon’s winner 
in their famous 1988 FA Cup final 
victory over Liverpool. 


LIVERPOOL 4 
MAN CITY 2 


(ee goalkeeper Nicky Weaver had 
‘4 nightmare at Anfield, bringing 
down Czech international Vladimir 
Smicer twice to give away two penal- 
ties from which Liverpool scored, 

Finn Jari Litmanen conyerted the 
first after seven minutes and Smicer 
himself slotted home the second after 
54 minutes. In between, Emile 
Heskey (13) and City’s Andrei 
Kanchelskis (29) also scored. 

German Markus Babbel headed 
home:a free-kick after 85 minutes to 
make it 4-1 to Liverpool before 
Shaun Goater converted a Darren 
Huckerby cross for City's second in 
the last-minute. 


BOLTON 1 
BLACKBURN 1 


fiery encounter between two 
Lancashire neighbours with 10 


FA Cup wins between them saw a red 
card for Blackbum’s Gary Flitcroft 
after only nine minutes. 

But the 10-men went ahead after 
40 minutes when a David Dunn free 
kick squeezed over the line, 

Michael Rickets scored his 18th 
goal of the season to equalise in the 
67th minute. 

The teams, second and third 
respectively in the first division, meet 
again in an arguably more important 
league fixture next week and now 
face a replay neither wanted after 
that. 


SUNDERLAND 0 
WEST HAM UTD 1 


deric Kanoute’s 76th-minute 

goal gave West Ham a fully 

deserved win and a second successive 
top-notch Cup scalp. 

After beating Manchester United 
at Old Trafford in the fourth round 
West Ham set about another tough 
task with gusto and created all the 
best chances, 


DRAW FOR 
QUARTER FINALS 


Tranmere (I) or Southampton 
v 


Liverpool 
Leicester City 


Vv 
Wimbledon {|) or Wycombe (Il) 
West Ham United 
v 
Tottenham Hotspur 
Arsenal 


v 
Blackbum (I) or Bolton (I) 
Ties to be piayed weekend 
‘of March 10/11, 


Frenchman Kanoute missed more 
than his share of them but made no 
mistake after being put through by 
Frank Lampard. He placed the” ball 
past goalkeeper Thomas Sorensen 
who had charged outside the box. 


SOUTHAMPTON 0 
TRANMERE 0 


ranmere are bottom of the first 
division but when it comes to cup 
competitions they are inspriational. 

They have taken six premier 
league scalps in the past two years, 
including Everton's with a 3-0 away 
win in the last round, and frustrated 
Southampton at The Dell. 

Dean Richards and Hassan 
Kachloul both had early efforts disal- 
lowed for Southampton but Tranmere 
grew in confidence as the game wore 
on. 

They had to survive a furious late 
assault when Southampton saw a 
third goal disallowed but managed to 
hold out. 


ARSENAL 3 
CHELSEA 1 


fter six first-half bookings, 

Thierry Henry’s penalty gave 
Arsenal the lead in the 52nd minute 
following a foul on Lauren by Jesper 
Gronkjaer. 

Jimmy Floyd Hasselbaink levelled 
for holders Chelsea with a curling 20- 
metre effort 10 minutes later. 

But Arsenal manager - Arsene 
Wenger brought on substitute Sylvain 
Wiltord and the French international 
won the match with two well-taken 
goals. 

After 74 minutes he lifted a long 
ball over the Chelsea goalkeeper and 
11 minutes later fired a low shot into 
the net after good work by Lauren. 


TOTTENHAM 4 
STOCKPORT 0 


ittenham, who find goals so hard 
to come by inthe league, charged 
out of the blocks and had the game in 
the bag as they led 3-0 at halftime. 
Ledley King glanced in a Stephen 
Clemence free kick after five min- 
utes, substitute Simon Davies made it 
two after half an hour and a Mike 
Flynn own goal made it three. 
Davies again showed great control 
to get his second five minutes into the 
second half, First division Stockport, 
in the fifth round for the first time in 
51 years, did create a couple of early 
chances but were never in with a 
shout. 


LEICESTER 3 
BRISTOL 0 


Dean Sturridge header after 10. 

minutes and a Matthew Hill own 
goal five minutes later put Leicester 
in charge early on. 

Second division Bristol City, who 
needed a replay to get past non- 
league Kingstonian in the fourth 
round, refused to lie down but 
Leicester always looked capable of 
finding another gear if needed. 

A Muzzy Izzet penalty seven min- 
utes from time completed the win 
which put Leicester in the last eight 
for the first time since 1982. 


Manchester City’s Spencer Pryor (len) ekg Liverpool striker 
Emile Heskey 


MIPS AW 


By Julian Murphy Julian Murphy 


E=: clubs haye just completed one of their bet- 


ter weeks in recent times in European competi- 

tion. Each of the four Premier League clubs that 
faced up to strong opposition picked up valuable points, 
three of them doing so away from home, 

Possibly the most impressive result was Liverpool’s 2-0 
win over Serie A leaders Roma in the Italian capital. With 
the retum leg to be played at Anfield, the Reds will fancy 
their chances of progressing to the next round. ee 

‘The most satisfying aspect of this game for Liverpool 
was the retum to form of striker Michael Owen. The young 
international has struggled to hold down a starting position 
with the Reds since the New Year and some of his perfor- 
mances have been simply abysmal. One that readily springs 
to mind is the horror game Owen experienced against First 
Division Crystal Palace in the first leg of the League Cup 
semi-final. Liverpool lost that game 2-1 but could well have 
‘won by five goals if Owen had converted a hatful of first 
half chances. The second leg would have been even more 
painful for Owen as he watched Robbie Fowler and Emile 
Heskey put Palace in their place with a'5-0 hiding, - 

‘Yet last Thursday night Owen's Selhurst shocker | 


have been the furthest thing from his) mind. Liverpool man- 
ager Gerard Houllier will be hoping i of things too 
come as the Reds try to pick up a European trophy or one 
of the two English Cups to compensate for their failure to 
challenge Manchester United in the league, 

Alex Ferguson's United remain on course for the 
‘Champions League quarter-finals after they ground out an 
important goalless draw at last season runnet-up, Valencia. 
‘The Red Devils were a touch lucky pick up a point in this 
tricky tie but, with tow of their remaining frowp games at 
home, they should remain on top of up A, 

Leeds United continue to show how. domestic form is not 
much of a gauge for European competition and they too are 
in'a good position to qualify from theit group. Two second 
half goals secured a home win over Anderlecht and, despit 
penchant for trashing fast- food joints and other ae 


clashes with ieee ‘Roma fans. Faris of English clubs, 
‘whilst by no means angels themselves, struggle to get much 
‘sympathy from the rest of the football world, thanks large- 
ly to their compatriots who tend to wreak havoc at intema- 
tional tournaments. For every chair thrown in Charleroi 
there is a person who believe the English bring it upon 
themselves. 

‘When it comes to Liverpool, Italian fans think of Heysel 
and the 39 supporters who died there. I think. Or perhaps in 
Roma's case it may well be that they hayen’t forgotten 1984. 
when the Reds defeated them in the European Cup final in 
their own backyard. 

e 


dford City may as well start concentrating on 
Division One night now because they are pretty much 
already history in the eyes of one 
‘Australian newspaper. When looking at the Premier League 

T noticed that Coventry City were propping 
ven though they were in 19th place, 


signing’s of Benito Carbone, Dan Petrescu and Stan 
Collymore were all spectacular failures and new boss, Jim 


Jefferies’ decision to fight relegation with tough and expe- 
fienced Englishman has fared little’ better. Enjoy the next 
few weeks Bantam fans because you won't be seeing this 
part of the football world again for along time. 
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Netherlands: 
Yugoslavia 
Paraguay: 
Germany 
Mexico: 


Romania’: 


139° St Luca 
140=Korea DPR 
140=Luxemburg 
142. Tanzania 
143 Grenada 
{44=Bangiadesh 
144=Antigua and 
Barbuda: 
146=Andorra, 
78= Guinea 746=St Kitts & Nevis 
Algeria 148° Liechtenstein 
iraq 149: Benin 
Togo 150. Botswana 
Liberia 151 Sri Lanka 
E} Salvador 
Haiti 
-Namibia ~ 
Lithuania. 


Albania 
China PR 
78= Guba 


168 Nepal 
469 Vanuatu 
170=San Marino 
170=Cambodia 
172 Cook Islands _ 
_ 173 Palestine 
174 Samoa 
475 Netherlands Ant 134 
176 Central Afr Rep. 127. 
177 Guinea-Bissau 126 
178 Bahamas 
179=Philippines 
179=Macao 
179=Sao Tome ¢ 
Principe: 
182 Niger 


xsgses 


Anguilla 
Virgin Islands 33 


202 Montserrat — 
203 American Samoa 8 


inactive since 1991 and teams which have not 
ayed the table. . 


oe 
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Michael Owen (left): His twin strike silenced Roma 
before their home fans. 


Rayo crush 
Bordeaux 


superb second half display car- 

ried Rayo Vallecano to a 

-1 win over Girondins 

Bordeaux in their UEFA Cup fourth 
round, first leg tie last week, 

A last minute free kick from Michel 
rounded off a pulsating victory that must 
leave the Madrid-based side confident of 
making the last eight in their first season 
in the competition. 

Lilian Laslandes gave the French club. 
an early lead when heblasted home from 


. the edge of the penalty area. Rayo 


equalised from a Ramon De Quintana 
strike on 32 minutes. 

Rayo looked a completely different 
side in the second half, collecting three 
goals in the final 17 minutes, 

A strike from Elvir Bolic on 73 min- 
utes was followed nine minutes later by 
an opportunist goal from Jose Maria 
Quevedo. 

Michel's fine 20-metre strike was the 
icing on the cake. 


ngland striker Michael 

Owen scored both goals 

fas Liverpool beat AS 
Roma 2-0 to take a huge step 
towards the quarter-finals of 
the UEFA cup. 

Owen capitalised on a dread- 
ful defensive mistake by Roma 
right back Alessandro Rinaldi to 
put Liverpool in front in the 
46th minute of their fourth 
round, first leg fie last week. 

in the 72nd minute Owen, 
‘out injured for the past two 
weeks, met a pinpoint Christian 
Ziege cross from the right with a 


hree Liverpool fans 
| have been injured, 

one of them seriously, 
before their team's UEFA 
Cup match against AS 
Roma, Italian police 
The police said all three, 
two Norwegian and one from 
England, had been injured 
during scuffles with Roma 
fans on Ist week Thursday's 
night. 
The Briton, 23, was» the 
most seriously injured. Police 
said he had alrea@y undergone 
surgery to “the lower part of 
his body", 

The (wo Norwegians, both 
27, suffered minor injuries to 
their buttocks, 

On Wednesday night a 
Liverpool fan was stabbed in 
the centre of Rome and two 


player. 


Owen double sinks Roma 


diving, glancing header at the 
front post wich beat Francesco 
Antonioliin the Roma goal. 

Roma's defeat was only their 
second in 28 home UEFA Cup 
matches and their first at the 
Olympic Stadium in any compe- 
tition this season. 

Before last Thursday they 
had conceded only one goal in 
open play in eight previous 
home ties against English clubs, 
That was scored by Liverpool's 
Phil Neal in the 1984 European 
Cup final, which, the English 
club won on penalties, 


Three Liverpool 
fans injured 


others were slightly injured. 
Gerard Collins, 27, was 
stabbed in the arm and stom- 
ach during a fight and in a sep- 
arate incident two other fans 
received slight injuries after 
scuffles with Roma supporters 
in acentral square of Rome, 
Malian authorities banned 
bars selling alcohol to 
Liverpool fans before “and 
after the game and, said that 
fans would..be bussed out of 
the city immediately after the 
match, 
Last week's meeting was 
the first European clash 
between the sides since 1984 
when Liverpool beat Roma in 
the European Cup final 
4-2 on penalties, handing the 
Ttalian club the biggest disap- 
pointment in their history. 


Bordeaux’s Francois Grenet controls the ball in front of a Vallecano 


PARMA FALL TO PSV 


SV Eindhoven were rewarded 

for attacking play with a 2-1 

win oyer Parma in the first leg 

of their UEFA Cup fourth round tie 
last week. 

Eindhoven took the game to the 

Italians, who sat back through much of 


the match, and were rewarded with the 
lead in the 17th minute when defender 
Andre Ooijer blasted the ball into the 
net after a goalmouth melee. 

Parma rarely 
Eindhoven’ goal but capitalised when 
PSV sat back on their lead and in the 


threateried the 


67th minute an unmarked Patrick 
Mboma casually nodded the equaliser. 
‘That fired up PSV who immediately 
attacked and six minutes later substitute 
John de Jong, who had just come on, 
played a through ball to Dennis 
Rommedahl and he fired the ball home. 


LILLE MARCH ON 


ille stayed top of the French first division over 
the weekend after a hard-fought 1-0 win 
way to En Avant Guingamp. 

Striker Dagui Bakari scored the only goal after 38 
minutes as last season’s second division champions 
continued their unlikely adventure in the top flight. 

Guingamp mounted several late attacks in a bid to 
equalise but Lille, without a big name player in the 
side, held on for the points, 

“Tt was a tremendous performance,” said Lille coach 
‘Vahid Halilhodzic. “We may not have any stars here, 
but the squad is the star.” 

With 47 points from 27 games, Lille are a point clear 
of Sedan, who won 2-0 in the snow at St Etienne with 
second-half goals from Moussa N’Diaye and Philippe 
Celdran, 

Lille are four points clear of both Bordeaux, who 
played on Sunday, and Olympique Lyon, who drew I- 
| away to Toulouse. 

Lyon took the lead with Brazilian Sonny Anderson's 
13th league goal of the season but then saw his compa- 
triot Edmilson sent off with half an hour remaining, 

‘Toulouse equalised with a superb shot from outside 

the area from Colombian 
Victor Bonilla — his 14th 
goal of the season. 
Substitute Tbrahima 
Bakayoko scored his first 
league goal of the cam- 
as Olympique 
Marseille eased their rele- 
gation worries with a 1-0 
home win over archrivals 
Paris St Germain. 
Bakayoko scored in the 
| 74th minute, collecting a 
clever pass from George 
Weah, beating defender 
J Sylvain Distin and sliding 


Marseille’s Ibrahim ‘he ball past goalkeeper 


Lionel Letizi, 
Bakayoro, Bakayoko’s goal, only three: 


minutes after he came on for Jerome Leroy, delighted 
the 56,000 crowd at the Stade Velodrome, who wit- 
nessed a typically fiery clash between the two sides. 

“T haven't scored any goals this season — but I've 
scored the most important one of the season,” Ivory 
Coast international 

Bakayoko said. “We've won against PSG." 

Seven players were booked and the visiting players 
and coaches were the target of missiles thrown from 
the crowd, 

The loss was another blow for embattled PSG coach 
Luis Fernandez, whose team face AC Milan in the 
Champions League on Tuesday needing a win to avoid 
an exit from the competition, 

“We lost to a very motivated team in very difficult 
conditions,” Fernandez said. “You don't feel safe in 
this stadium.” 

In other matches, Monaco edged Bastia 2-1, Stade 
Rennes beat RC Lens 2-1 away and Troyes defeated 
Metz 3-2. 


BAYERN LOSE, BUT 
STILL REMAIN TOP 


ayern Munich looked 
sluggish as they 
slumped to a 1-0 
defeat at struggling neigh- 


Four days after an_unim- 
pressive 1-0 win over Spartak 
Moscow in the Champions 
League, the prestigious Bayern 
outfit looked short of ideas 
against the modest club from 
the Munich suburbs. 

The German champions 
have now lost six league 
matches this season, one more 
than in their entire campaign 
Tast season, 

They nevertheless stay two points clear of Schalke 04 and 
Bayer Leverkusen, who both lost 2-1 on Saturday and remain sec- 
ond and third respectively. 

Schalke lost at Werder Bremen with Peruvian striker Claudio 
Pizarro and midfielder Fabian Emst giving the home side a 2-0 
lead at halfiime. Striker Ebbe Sand pulled one back for the 
Gelsenkirchen club in the 66th minute. 

Leverkusen scored first at Hansa Rostock through former 
Germany intemational Ulf Kirsten but the home side fought back 
with goals from Nigerian Victor Agali and fellow-striker Steffen 
Baumgart. 


Stefan Effenberg 


for a nasty tackle on Czech midfielder Tomas Rosicky in the 70th 
minute, 

Untethaching, badly needing points in their battle against rel- 
egation, moved up to 15th in the 18-team league after a spirited 
show 

Polish striker Miroslaw Spizak exploited a blunder from 
Bayern libero Jens Jeremies in the $7th minute to give the 
Bavarians, who were promoted forthe first time in 1999, an unex- 
pected victory. 

‘The visitors threatened again in the 73rd minute when 
Germany midfielder Mehmet Scholl hit the post from a free kick. 
Bayem coach Ottmar Hitzfeld hit out at his expensive players 
afer a poor performance. 

“We had enough chances to score at least one goal,” he said. 

“We have 18 or 19 top players in our squad and they are all 
requested to give their best. If they don't do that we can’t win,” 

Werder Bremen were clearly the better side against Schalke 
and could have scored more goals than Pizarro's astute lo in the 
17th minute and Ernst’s deflected long-range drive nine minutes 
later, 

‘The northerers had wasted several chances 10 g0 3-0 up when 
Denmark's Sand, the most prolific Bundesliga scorer this season, 
reduced the arrears with his 15th goal of the current campaign. 

“We slept in the first half and therefore we can't complain 
about the resul,” sid Schalke coach Huub Stevens. “Eventually 
we played okay but it was too late.” 

Few expected Rostock, who have the worst home record of all 
the Bundesliga clubs this season, to trouble Leverkusen, especial- 
ly after Kirsten put the visitors ahead in the 23rd minute. 


PRIMERA LIGA 


BARCELONA BEATEN 
AT HOME 


eportivo Coruna beat Barcelona at the Nou Camp 

for the first time on Saturday with a last-minute 

goal from Victor earning them a dramatic 3-2 win. 

Victory for the reigning Spanish champions — their first 

on Barca territory in 31 attempts — kept them within four 

points of leaders Real Madrid, who won 1-0 at home to 
Racing Santander thanks to a lucky goal from Raul. 

Barcelona slipped to fourth place, 11 points off the title 

pace after what was a devastating blow to their championship 


After 23 games, Real Madrid have'S1 points, followed by 
Deportivo on 47. 

Valencia re third on 42 following their 2-0 win at Las 
Palmas, wich came via goals from Juan Sanchez and $20 mil- 
lion Argentine signing Pablo Aimar, with Barcelona fourth on 
40. 


Real Madrid were a shadow of the side that beat Lazio 3-2 
in a superb Champions League performance, but they took the 
points through a schoolboy error from Jose Ceballos, 

‘The Racing keeper dropped a simple cross from the right at 
the feet of Raul early in the second half and the Spanish inter- 
national striker gratefully tapped in, 

Real had few other chances, apart from a succession of free 
‘kicks around the penalty area, and rarely looked like adding to 
their lead but Racing created little themselves and the result 
was hardly in doubt in a drab second half. 

‘There was drama enough at the Nou Camp, though, where 
Barcelona and Deportivo played out a pulsating game. 

Barcelona fell behind after just seven minutes as Roy 
Makaay touched back a cross from Victor for Djalminha to 
drill in. 

Rivaldo equalised from the penalty spot on the quarter- 
hour and Luis Enrique, who had won the penalty, put the 
Catalans ahead 10 minutes before the break. 

Deportivo recovered to equalise with the first of two bril- 
liant goals from Victor on 72 minutes. 

He (ook a defence-splitting pass from Djalminha in his 
stride and crashed into the top comer. 

Barcelona attacked furiously for the remainder of the game 
but substitute goalkeeper Jacques Songo'o, who replaced Jose 


Lui Figo and Colsa of Santander. 


Molina in the first half following a clash with Patrick Kluiver, 
kept his side in the game 

And in the third minute of injury time Depor took the 
points witha superbly struck free kick from Victor. 

“I thought we played some excellent football, particularly 
in the first half,” said Barcelona coach Llorenc Serra Ferrer. 

“We made some errors in the second half, which was 
maybe down to tiredness, 

“Real Madrid are the favourites forthe league as they have 
the advantage but I don’t believe the title race is over. 


ico 2 Bastia 1, Troyes 3 
lympique Lyon 1, : 


Cologne 0 Kaiserslautern 1, VfB Stuttgart 0 Hertha Berlin}, 
SpVge Unterhaching Bayern Munich 0, Hansa Rostock 2 
Bayer Leverkusen i, Energie Cottbus 0 SC Freiburg 2, 
Werder Bremen 2 Schalke 04 1, Vil. Wolfsburg 0 VfL. 
Bochum 0, Borussia Dortmund 4 Hamburg SV 2, TSV 1860 
Munich 2 Eintracht Frankfurt 2. 


eas 
1. Bayem Munich 22 
2. Schaike 04 2 
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Celta Vigo 1 Rayo 1, Numancia 3 Malaga 2, Osasuna 
0 Alaves 1, Mallorca 1 Athletic Bilbao 0, Real 
Sociedad 2 Espanyol 1, Zaragoza 5 Oviedo 2, 
Villarreal 2 Valladolid 1,° Barcelona 2 Deportivo 
Coruna 3, Las Palmas 0 Valencia 2, Madrid 1 
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WORLD LEAG 


BELGIUM FIRST DIVISION 


Eendracht Aalst 1 Standard Liege 1, Club Bruges 2 
Germinal Beerschot 2, Harelbeke 1 Anderlecht 4, 
Mechelen 0 La Louviere 0, Antwerp 0-Lierse 0, 
Charleroi 2 Genk 1, Beveren 1 Ghent Iy-Sint-Truiden 
2 Lokeren 0, Westerlo 1 Mouscron 0. 


Ww 
1, Anderlecht 19 
2. Club Bruges 16 
3, Standard Liege 12 
4. Ghent 12 
5. Westerlo 12 
6. Mouscron ul 
7. Germinal B’schot 23 11 
8. Charleroi ul 
9. Lierse 10 
10, Lokeren 9 
11, Beveren 
12, Genk 
13, Antwerp 
14, Aalst 
15. Harelbeke 
16. Sint-Truiden 
17. Mechelen 27 53 
18, La Louviere 15 44 


DUTCH FIRST DIVISION 


NAC Breda | PSV Eindhoven 2, Utrecht 3 Graafschap 
Doetinchem 1, Sparta Rotterdam 2 RKC Waalwijk 2, 
Groningen 2 Twente Enschede0, RBC Roosendaal 2 
AZ Alkmaar 3, Heerenveen 0 Roda JC Kerkrade 0, 
Fortuna Sittard 0 Ajax Amsterdam 3, 


LFA 
0 66 16 
1 63 18 
4 54 26 
4 45 31 
6 42 31 
8 45 31 
9 42 34 
9 38 40 
8 35 29 
7 34 32 
9 22 43 
10 28 34 
13 25 34 
13 23 49 
17 28 66 
15 22 41 
15 
14 


PARK-UBADRIUNGLYA RAIS 


POW. 
1. PSV Eindhoven 22 16 
2. Feyenoord 7 
3, Ajax Amsterdam 12 
4. Vitesse Amhem i 
5. Roda JC 10 
6. RKC Waalwijk 
7. Utrecht 
8. Willem II 
9. NEC Nijmegen 
10. NAC Breda 
11. AZ Alkmaar 
12. Groningen 
13, Enschede 
14, Heerenveen 
15, Graafschap 
16. Rotterdam 
17. Roosendaal 
18. Fortuna Sittard 21 


ENGLISH FIRST DIVISION 


Birmingham 2 West Bromwich Albion1, Crewe 2 
Watford 0, Crystal Palace 1 Norwich 1, Fulham | 
Nottingham Forest 0, Grimsby 1 Burnley 0, 
Huddersfield 2 Gillingham 3, QPR:2 Barnsley 0, 
Portsmouth 1 Bolton 2, Sheffield Wednesday 1 
Tranmere 0, Stockport 0 Preston 1. 


LF 


BGRIEGVIeSecaarusu4y 


Pew 
1. Fulham 32 23 
2. Bolton 32 19 
3. Blackbum 30 16 
4, Birmingham 30 17 
5. West Bromwich 32 16 
6. Watford 31 16 
7. Nottingham Forest 31 15 
8. Preston 15 
9. Sheffield United 13 
10. Burley 12 
11. Wimbledon I 
12. Gillingham 
13. Wolverhampton 
14. Crystal Palace 
15. Norwich 
16. Portsmouth 
17. Grimsby 
18. Crewe 
19. Bamsley 
20. Stockport 
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THE SPIRIT ia USTRALIA 


SOUTH MELBOURNE _ 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 
| SYDNEY UNITED 


ir OOIBALL Ki 

(Campbell 49) 
||| (Burgess 2 & 60) 
| Venue: Ericsson Stadium, Crowd: 5,988, Referee: C. Zett 
Cautions: Howson (NS) 11, Foster (NS) 26, Silva (FX) 32. Langdon (NS) 51, 
tee 8) 85, Sobezyk (NS) 86, 
FOOTBALL KINGZ: Marsh, Lines, Osman (Ngata 84), Davis, 

tree Bluhm (Hickey 46), Campbell, Cartwright, Silva (Stevens 46), 
Douglas, Gada 


I || NORTHERN SPIRIT: Perosh, Cunico, Langdon, Bingley, Smith, Thomas, | 
| Cranney, Burgess lea ), Griffiths (Watkins 55), Foster, Howson. | 


a C 61) : LUONS comet é jaye; Of 
(Radulovie | 


| Venue: Bob Jane Stadium Crowd: 6,321 Referee: G. Connolly. 
(Senko Rastocic 46) 

Teams: SOUTH MELBOURNE: Petkovic, Clarkson, Durakovic, losifidis | 
(Tolios 75), De Amicis, Lozanovski (Anastasiadis 69), Panopoulos, 
Boutsianis, tik ol a {Coloing 63), Vlahos. 

MARCONI Aceski, Afkos, Longo (c), Farah, Bell, Care 
(Gibson 56), esa Zotic (Radulovic 56), Renaud (Brownlie 58), 
Trajanovski, Thompson. || 


|| (Hutchinson 34) 
|| Lunes cry 2) 
|| (Tunbridge 7, Pelosi 91) 4 


Venue: Mobil Park. Crowd: 2,082. Referee: J. Blaney. 
| Cautions: Karlovic (AC) 68, Gotis (EP) 81. 


| Teams: EASTERN PRIDE: Galekovic, Gotis, Kim, Bell, Puca, | 
} Hutchinson, Buhagiar (Wearne 64), Atkinson, Motsiopoulos (Sekulovski 
66), Conroy, Stergiopoulas. 

ADELAIDE CITY: Cagalj, Bucciarelli, Brain, Sec (Day 71), Veart. 
Tunbridge, Rees, Terminello, Pelosi, Budin (Karlovic 61). 


